
Ecology & Landscape Briefing Note
• Policy ER 5 - Landscape Protection: 
The site lies within the ‘North East Gower and Cockett Valley’ Special Landscape Area (SLA), a local non-statutory designation 
afforded to landscapes with special landscape qualities. SLAs are protected under Policy ER 5 and with respect to the North 
East Gower and Cockett Valley specifically, the policy seeks to protect, manage and enhance the character and quality of the 
SLA.

The project team Landscape Architect has undertaken a Landscape and Visual baseline appraisal of the site. Many of the 
characteristics and elements attributed to this SLA designation are reflected within the site. 

The area consists of rolling hills and lowland valleys which support a mosaic of farmland, woodlands and water courses. It is 
essentially a rural landscape surrounded by suburban growth to the north and there are numerous permissive routes through 
the site that appear to be well used. Present day use of the site shows signs of antisocial activity also and the fabric of the site 
is becoming degraded as a result. The vegetation on site ranges from semi-improved grass, low lying scrub and small scrubby 
trees that are self-seeded. There has been minimal management and maintenance of the landscape features. The eastern edge 
comprises a thicket of wet woodland which is located adjacent to the Cwmllwyd Wood Local Nature Reserve. The site sits at a 
lower elevation than the neighbouring settlement to the north, development will be set back and a landscape strategy employed 
to ensure there is separation and privacy for the existing residents. Overall, the site which is set within a valley and has a strong 
green framework upon which to prepare a sensitive landscape-led masterplan, connectivity will be maintained and enhanced for 
local walkers and users of rights of way that border the site.

• Policy ER 6: Designated Sites of Ecological Importance:
The site (c. 18ha) is within the much broader Duvnant Brickworks SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation) (c.124ha). 
SINCs are typically local, non-statutory designations.

This SINC is primarily designated for its populations of small pearl-bordered fritillary, black headed gull and willow tit, alongside 
its habitats including woodland containing an assemblage of ancient woodland indicator species, structurally diverse and 
species-rich scrub, lowland meadow, neutral grassland containing uncommon species, species-rich purple moor grass and rush 
pasture, watercourses with exposure/erosion features, and species-rich bracken communities.

The project team ecologists have undertaken desktop surveys and record searches as well as a series of ecological surveys over 
the last 18 months to assess the ecological value of the site. Surveys have shown that habitats associated with the SINC 
status on site are deteriorating as a consequence of scrub encroachment and damaging recreational activities. Since 
2021, seasonal surveys carried out following the Extended Phase 1 Survey include:

1. Bat Surveys
2. Botany Survey
3. Bird Surveys (Breeding birds and pilot wintering surveys)
4. Dormouse Surveys
5. Reptile Surveys
6. Great Crested Newt Survey
7. Otter and Water Vole Surveys
8. Butterfly Surveys

The findings of the survey work will be used to inform the proposed layout to ensure that habitats with high ecological 
value will be protected and remain free from development. Areas which are degraded will be enhanced through a 
biodiverse planting palette with plants of local provenance to improve degraded and unmanaged areas. Where habitat 
loss is unavoidable, it will be mitigated through enhancement elsewhere on site.

• Policy ER 11: Trees, Hedgerows and Development
The project team Arboriculturist carried out a BS 5837 Tree Survey to assess the tree stock on site. The site contains an area 
of Ancient Semi-natural Woodland in the south-western corner and these are protected under this policy. Development that 
would adversely affect any trees, woodlands and hedgerows of public amenity or natural/cultural heritage value, or that provide 
important ecosystem services, will not normally be permitted.  The proposals will ensure that generous buffers are designed 
to provide a suitable offset of at least 15m from ancient woodland and similarly, trees within the scheme with high 
value will be retained and protected and incorporated into the scheme. The majority tree stock is on the site boundary and 
within internal hedgerows and the design intention is to protect and enhance the landscape features of the site therefore 
green buffers will guide the emerging layout to ensure that there is suitable offsets and enhancements to all features of 
note, regardless of whether it holds protected status.


