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1 Introduction 
1.1 Acstro has been appointed to prepare a Transport Statement in respect to the proposed 

removal of secondary waste material (slate) from Gilfach Quarry, Efailwen SA66 7XJ.  
The secondary waste material is a biproduct of previous historic extraction of material 
from the quarry. 

 

 
Figure 1 Location Plan 

1.2 Pre-application discussions have taken place with the Planning Authority 
(Pembrokeshire County Council) who has requested that consideration be given to the 
adequacy of the access that serves the quarry and that information be provided in terms 
of the likely traffic generation of the proposed development. 

1.3 It should be noted that whilst the quarry lies entirely within Pembrokeshire the highway 
that provides access to it is within Carmarthenshire and Carmarthenshire County 
Council is therefore the Highway Authority.    

1.4 This Transport Statement considers these issues and summarises the transport impacts 
that can be expected as a result of the development. 
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2 Existing Conditions 
2.1 The site comprises of a former 30-hectare slate quarry approximately 2km to the north 

west of Efailwen. 
2.2 The site is currently vacant and is formed by three distinct areas – an elongated eastern 

strip, a central/western area, and a southern strip. The eastern strip comprises of the 
main worked face of the quarry terminating with the bare worked face of the quarry in a 
‘void’. A central ‘compound’ area lies to the west of this comprising of worked faced 
areas of loose slate and ‘trackways’ that protrude to the south along the river. 

2.3 Slate waste from the quarries has been deposited in the western part of the site, much 
of it in a band alongside the river, as well as along/on the tracks throughout the site. This 
has resulted in upper parts of the slopes, and the site as a whole, being left sparsely 
vegetated. 

2.4 Two quarry buildings lie on the higher ground above and to the east of the worked central 
‘compound’ area of the site.  One building is a stone quarry building comprising of a 
slate roof (the old Quarry Office), the other a large galvanised metal shed.  

2.5 The site is surrounded by wooded areas, and the Eastern Cleddau lies adjacent to the 
western boundary of the site. 

 

 
Figure 2 Approximate Extents of Gilfach Quarry 

2.6 The quarry shares an access with Gilfach Ddofn farm and Gilfach Cottage (or Thorn 
Cottage).  The access is therefore currently used by a dwelling that predominantly 
generates light vehicle traffic and a working farm that generates regular traffic 
movements of vehicles that range from quad bikes and cars to lorries and large, slow 
moving, agricultural vehicles. 
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2.7 The shared driveway that provides access to the quarry, farm and dwelling is some 11m 
wide at its junction with the public highway and narrows to around 4m thereafter.  The 
driveway is surfaced in compacted, unbound, stone material and there is evidence of 
erosion at the interface between the driveway and public highway and of detritus being 
carried onto the highway by the wheels of departing vehicles.  This will be addressed as 
part of the development and is discussed in the following chapter.  

 
Figure 3 Shared Access Serving Gilfach Quarry, Gilfach Ddofn Farm & Gilfach 
Cottage 

 
Figure 4 Erosion at the Access’ Junction with the Public Highway 
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2.8 Whilst the quarry lies entirely within Pembrokeshire the highway that provides access to 
it is in Carmarthenshire.  The access emerges onto the C3074 County Road which in 
turn connects to the A478 at Glandy Cross via the C3235.  This is the shortest and most 
convenient route to the A478.  From the shared access to the A478 is a distance of 
some 1.1km; a 2 minute drive1. 

2.9 The C3074 and C3235 are typical rural roads.  They are lightly trafficked and there are 
no restrictions to the type of traffic that can travel along the roads.  The roads are used 
by all types of traffic.   

2.10 The C3074 is generally around 5m wide and can accommodate two-way traffic 
movements.  The C3235 is approximately 4.5m wide, which is sufficient for light vehicles 
to pass one another.  There are a number of passing places along its length that allow 
larger vehicles to pass.    

 
Figure 5 Route Between the Site and A478 

2.11 Visibility from the access to the north and south is restricted by the roadside 
hedgebanks.  Nevertheless the access has a good safety record with no recorded 
collisions, despite being in regular use by the farm and dwelling, over the latest 10-year 
period for which data is available.   

 

 
1 Google Maps route planner 
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Figure 6 Injury Accident Records (2012 – 2021 Inclusive) 
Crashmap.co.uk 

  



Gilfach Quarry, Efailwen Transport Statement 
 

  

acstro    6 

 

3 Proposed Development 
3.1 The applicant, Alan James and Sons, is a civil engineering contractor firm based in 

Llanfyrnach, Pembrokeshire.  
3.2 The proposal is to remove the secondary waste material (slate) from Gilfach Quarry to 

service the company’s construction projects. 
Traffic Generation 

3.3 The removal of the slate will typically be undertaken by tipper lorries. The material will 
be used to service the applicant’s construction projects and will occur on an ad hoc basis 
according to the particular needs of those construction projects.  Removal of material 
and the associated traffic movements will therefore not be regular or constant.   

3.4 There will be periods (days and weeks) when no material is required to be transported 
from the quarry.   

3.5 The applicant estimates that, when the need arises, their projects will generate one or 
two lorry loads (2 – 4 movements) of material to be removed from site per day and that 
a maximum of 6 lorry loads (12 movements) is a reasonable estimate. 

3.6 Taking into account the irregular demand for material from the quarry and the periods 
when no activity at all will occur it is clear that the average volume of daily traffic 
generated by the proposal over a week, month or year will be minimal and not dissimilar 
to the volume and type of traffic that could be generated by the farm that currently uses 
the access.  

Access Assessment & Proposed Improvement 
3.7 As described previously, visibility from the quarry’s access onto the public highway is 

restricted by the roadside hedgebanks either side.  Nevertheless the access evidently 
operates safely.  

3.8 The hedgebanks are not within the control of the applicant and it is therefore not possible 
to provide any increase in the visibility available.  This is not a matter of concern however 
given the research undertaken during the preparation of “Manual for Streets 2”, which 
states that although it has often been assumed that failure to provide visibility at priority 
junctions in accordance with recommended values will result in increased risk of injury 
collisions, research has found no evidence of this2.  Manual for Streets 2’s subsequent 
guidance is that “unless there is local evidence to the contrary, a reduction in visibility 
below recommended levels will not necessarily lead to a significant problem”3.   

3.9 In this case the local evidence is that the access operates safely and it is considered 
that it will continue to do so given the insignificant increase in traffic volume associated 
with the proposed development.  

3.10 It is evident that detritus is carried onto the highway from the existing unbound surface 
of the access and that there is also erosion to the edge of the highway’s carriageway at 
the junction with the access.  To address this the first 20m of the access will be surfaced 
in a bound material (asphalt or concrete).  The extent of the works is shown in Appendix 
1. 

Appendix 1 Proposed Access Improvement  

 
 

2 Manual for Streets 2 10.4.2 
3 Manual for Streets 2 10.5.9 
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4 Summary and Conclusion 
4.1 The applicant, Alan James and Sons, is a civil engineering contractor firm based in 

Llanfyrnach, Pembrokeshire.  
4.2 The proposal is to remove the secondary waste material (slate) from Gilfach Quarry to 

service the company’s construction projects on an ad hoc basis according to the 
particular needs of those construction projects.  

4.3 There will be periods (days and weeks) when no material will be transported from the 
quarry.  When the need arises, the applicant’s projects will typically generate one or two 
lorry loads (2 – 4 movements) of material to be removed from site per day.  A maximum 
of 6 lorry loads (12 movements) on any one day is considered to be a reasonable 
estimate. 

4.4 Taking into account the irregular demand for material from the quarry and the periods 
when no activity at all will occur it is clear that the average volume of daily traffic 
generated by the proposal over a week, month or year will be minimal.  

4.5 The quarry is served by an access shared with Gilfach Ddofn farm and Gilfach Cottage 
(or Thorn Cottage).  The access is therefore currently used by a dwelling that 
predominantly generates light vehicle traffic and a working farm that generates regular 
traffic movements of vehicles that range from quad bikes and cars to lorries and large, 
slow moving, agricultural vehicles.  The traffic generated by the quarry will not be 
dissimilar to the type of traffic that could already be generated by the farm that currently 
uses the access.  

4.6 The surface of the access is unbound and there is erosion occurring at its junction with 
the highway’s carriageway.  This will be addressed by providing the initial 20m of the 
access with a bound surface material (asphalt or concrete) 

4.7 Visibility from the access is restricted by the adjacent hedgebanks.  However a review 
of accident records reveals that the access operates safely.  This aligns with research 
referred to within “Manual for Streets 2” that found that there is no evidence of increased 
risk of injury collisions at junctions where the available visibility is below recommended 
dimensions. 

4.8 There is no reason to suspect that the access will not continue to operate safely given 
the ad-hoc nature and modest volume of additional traffic associated with the proposed 
development. 

4.9 It is our view that there are no highway related issues that should prevent the proposed 
development.  
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