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Report Summary 

 Wildwood Ecology was commissioned by Helen Wight and Gloria Searles (the 
Client) to undertake a preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) of a greenfield 
area adjacent to Cwmgarw Road, Brynamman within the Carmarthenshire 
UDP and centred at grid reference SN7166014196 (the Site). A planning 
application is to be submitted for residential accommodation (the 
Development). A field survey was carried out on 12th June, 2012. 

 Habitats surveyed included semi-natural broadleaved woodland, scrub, 
scattered trees, marshy grassland and miscellaneous (bare ground) habitat 
classifications. 

 The Site is found approximately 1km north of the Mynydd Du Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is considered unlikely that the proposed 
Development will directly affect or compromise any of their designated 
features. 

 It is considered that protected and notable conservation priority fauna species 
reasonably likely to be present (subject to survey) in this case will include 
nesting birds, reptiles, bats and otters. 

 The Development will directly impact upon the marshy grassland and 
broadleaved woodland habitats present and avoidance or mitigation and 
compensation measures will be required. 

 Part of the corridor of land in the far north of the Site has become colonised by 
Japanese knotweed. Careful consideration must be given to its disposal: 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Wildwood Ecology was commissioned by Helen Wight and Gloria Searles (the 
Client) to undertake a preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) of a greenfield 
area adjacent to Cwmgarw Road, Brynamman within the Carmarthenshire UDP 
and centred at grid reference SN7166014196 (the Site). A planning application 
is to be submitted for residential accommodation (the Development). A daytime 
field survey was carried out on 12th June, 2012. 

1.2 The PEA report includes: 

 the results of a desk study to obtain data regarding notable species and 
habitats that may occur within, or nearby, the Site. This includes a review 
of any statutory and non-statutory designated conservation sites within 
the area and an assessment of the potential impacts of the Development 
on any of their designated features. 

 the results of a daytime field survey to identify, describe and map the 
habitats and species present. This is used to assess the likely ecological 
impact of the Development on the Site. 

 recommendations for further appropriate surveys or proportionate 
mitigation based on the proposed Development. 

 

Planning policy and legislation 

1.3 The following local and national planning policy relating to nature conservation 
and biodiversity are considered of relevance to the current proposal. 

1.4 Certain species of animals and plants found in the wild in the UK are legally 
protected from being harmed or disturbed. These species are listed in the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) or are named as European 
Protected Species (EPS) in the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010. 

1.5 There is also legislation that legally protects certain animals - for example, the 
Protection of Badgers Act (1992) protects badgers and their setts, and the Deer 
Act (1991) places restrictions on actions that can be taken against deer species. 

 

Planning Policy Wales (2011) and Technical Advice Note 5 (2009) 

1.6 This document set out the land use planning policies of the Welsh Assembly 
Government, with Chapter 5 dealing with Conserving and Improving Natural 
Heritage and the Coast.  The advice contained within Planning Policy Wales 
(PPW) is supplemented for some subjects by Technical Advice Notes (TAN’s). 

1.7 TAN 5 (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009) specifically provides advice about 
how the land use planning system should contribute to protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity and geological conservation. The TAN provides advice 
for local planning authorities on the key principles of positive planning for nature 
conservation; nature conservation and Local Development Plans; nature 
conservation in development management procedures; development affecting 
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protected internationally and nationally designated sites and habitats; and 
development affecting protected and priority habitats and species. 

1.8 Under Section 2.4 within the TAN 5, ‘when deciding planning applications that 
may affect nature conservation local planning authorities should’: 

 Pay particular attention to the principles of sustainable development, including 
respect for environmental limits, applying the precautionary principle, using 
scientific knowledge to aid decision making and taking account of the full 
range of costs and benefits in a long term perspective; 

 Contribute to the protection and improvement of the environment, so as to 
improve the quality of life and protect local and global ecosystems, seeking to 
avoid irreversible harmful effects on the natural environment; 

 Promote the conservation and enhancement of statutorily designated areas 
and undeveloped coast; 

 Ensure that appropriate weight is attached to designated sites of international, 
national and local importance; 

 Protect wildlife and natural features in the wider environment, with appropriate 
weight attached to priority habitats and species in Biodiversity Action Plans; 

 Ensure that all material considerations are taken into account and decisions 
are informed by adequate information about the potential effects of 
development on nature conservation; 

 Ensure that the range and population of protected species is sustained; and 

 Adopt a step-wise approach to avoid harm to nature conservation, minimise 
unavoidable harm by mitigation measures, offset residual harm by 
compensation measures and look for new opportunities to enhance nature 
conservation; where there may be significant harmful effects local planning 
authorities will need to be satisfied that any reasonable alternative sites that 
would result in less or no harm have been fully considered. 

 

UK, Wales and Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

1.9 The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) is the delivery mechanism for the 
conservation of priority species and habitats that have been identified as being 
the most threatened and requiring conservation action and contains 1150 
species, and 65 habitats.  

1.10 The UK list of priority habitats and species is an important reference source. It 
has been used to inform statutory lists of priorities in England, Scotland and 
Wales, and will be used for an equivalent list in Northern Ireland. It was also 
published with an initial assessment of the most important types of action 
necessary for the conservation of each species. The four countries work 
together to translate these actions into programmes of work delivered by 
partnerships of statutory, voluntary, academic and business organisations, at 
the level most appropriate to the needs of biodiversity. 
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1.11 In Wales, the Section 42 list of habitats and species of principal importance in 
Wales is the definite list and it is a key requirement of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 ‘Biodiversity Duty’. The list is the 
definitive reference for all statutory and non-statutory bodies involved in 
operations that affect biodiversity in Wales. 

1.12 The Welsh Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) – consisting of a steering group and 
a wider partnership – provide the leadership for biodiversity action priorities in 
Wales, with administration support from the Countryside Council of Wales, 
Welsh Government and the Wildlife Trust Wales.  Each Local Authority area in 
Wales has Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) in place, with the LBAPs 
supported and steered by the wider partnership. 

 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

1.13 The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the primary legislation for 
England and Wales for the protection of flora, fauna and the countryside. Part I 
within the Act deals with the protection of wildlife. 

1.14 The provisions relating to animals in the Act only apply to 'wild animals'; these 
are defined as those that are living wild or were living wild before being 
captured or killed. It does not apply to captive bred animals being held in 
captivity. 

1.15 The Act also prohibits the release of non-native species into the wild (Section 
14). This is to prevent the release of exotic species that could threaten our 
native wildlife. Some populations of non-native species, such as the marsh frog 
Rana ridibunda, alpine newt Triturus alpestris and wall lizard Podarcis muralis 
have become established in the wild in Britain. The legislation does not prohibit 
capturing and keeping these animals but it makes re-releasing them an offence. 

1.16 There are 'defences' provided by the legislation. These are cases where acts 
that would otherwise be prohibited by the legislation are permitted. Notably 
these allow things to happen that are reasonable, unpredictable and 
unavoidable, such as running over a badger on the road. 

1.17 Licensing: certain prohibited actions under the Wildlife and Countryside Act may 
be undertaken under licence by the proper authority. For example scientific 
study that requires capturing protected animals can be allowed by obtaining a 
license. Trade in the more widespread species is also permitted if licensed. 

 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 

1.18 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (which are the 
principal means by which the EC Habitats Directive is transposed in England 
and Wales) update the legislation and consolidate all the many amendments 
which have been made to the Regulations since they were first made in 1994. 

1.19 These regulations provide for the designation and protection of domestic and 
European Sites (e.g. Site of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI] and Special Area 
of Conservation [SAC]) the protection of European Protected Species (animals 
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and plants listed in Annex IV Habitats Directive which are resident in the wild in 
Great Britain) and the adaptation of planning controls for the protection of such 
sites and species. 

1.20 Under the regulations, public bodies (including the Local Planning Authority) 
have a duty in exercising their functions to have regard to the EC Habitats 
Directive. 

1.21 Licensing: certain prohibited actions under the Regulations may be undertaken 
under licence by the proper authority. For example, where an EPS has been 
identified and the development risks intentionally, recklessly or deliberately 
affecting an EPS, then a ‘development licence’ may be required. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

Data enquiries 

2.1 A combination of a desk study and a daytime field survey was undertaken in 
June 2012. This was carried out to produce a PEA report and to establish 
baseline ecological conditions within both the Site and its buffer zone (the 
Survey area). 

 

Desk survey 

2.2 The search criteria comprised information relating to the location and citation 
details (where available) regarding nearby areas designated for their nature 
conservation interest, including: 

 statutory designations - Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) or Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs)  

 non-statutory designations - Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINCs) and Wildlife Trust Sites (WTS) 

 

Daytime field survey 

2.3 This was carried out on 12th June 2012 by Dr Matthew Davies, following 
standard Phase 1 Habitat Survey protocol (JNCC, 2010) with an additional 
ecological element based on the Institute of Environmental Assessment (1995) 
guidelines. 

2.4 All habitats within, and immediately adjacent (≤ 50 m) to the Site were classified 
and mapped. All habitats with the potential to support rare, protected, or 
otherwise notable species of flora or fauna (together with any direct signs) were 
noted. A habitat map was drawn up incorporating target notes used to highlight 
features of particular ecological interest. 

2.5 Plant species included in Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), 
as amended, were searched for during the Survey. Examples of plants that 
appear in the schedule include invasive species such as Japanese knotweed 
(Fallopia japonica) and giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum). It is an 
offence under the Act to spread or cause the spread of these species. The 
presence of other highly invasive plant species, such as Himalayan balsam 
(Impatiens glandulifera), was also investigated during the Survey. 

2.6 Habitats and features with potential to support protected and/or notable 
conservation priority species of fauna, plus any associated field signs, were 
recorded. Searches for these species within indicative habitats/features were 
therefore undertaken and are included in Table 1 (overleaf). 

2.7 In the context of this report, protected or notable conservation priority fauna 
species were those considered to meet any of the following criteria: 

 Species protected by UK or European legislation; 

 UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species or local BAP species; 

 Nationally rare or nationally scarce species; 
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 Species of Conservation Concern (e.g. JNCC Red List, RSPB/BTO Red 
or Amber Lists) 

 

Taxon Indicative habitat/feature Typical field signs 
(in addition to 
sighting) 

Mammals:    
 Bats; Roosts - built structures, trees & caves; 

 
Foraging – all habitats; 
 
Commuting – all habitat, particularly 
linear features such as hedgerows, 
watercourses & tree-lines; 

In relation to roosts 
only: 
faecal material 
(droppings); feeding 
signs; urine staining; 
natural oil staining 
 

 Badger; All habitats, particularly associated with 
woodland; 

Holes (setts), prints, 
worn paths, latrines 
with faecal material 
(scats), hair, scratch 
marks on trees 

 Otter; Watercourses, but also adjacent 
habitats; 

Holts (dens), prints, 
faecal material 
(spraints), feedings 
signs (fish,scales & 
bones; frog legs) 

 Water vole; Watercourses and waterbodies; Holes, feeding signs, 
latrine areas 

Birds:  All habitats providing cover; Nests, faecal material 
(droppings) 

Reptiles:  Mosaic of habitats; Possibly sloughed 
skins 

Amphibians: Great-crested 
newt; 

Open water habitats and their adjacent 
habitats; 

Licensed searches 
only (Phase 2) 

Invertebrates:  All habitats Larval webs (Marsh 
fritillary) 

Table 1. Typical protected and conservation priority species searched for during a preliminary 
ecological appraisal. 

 

Survey limitations 

2.8 The data enquiries and ecological survey will not produce a comprehensive list 
of plants and animals as this will be limited by factors that influence their 
presence (e.g. activity and dormancy periods). An assessment can however be 
made of the habitats within the survey area as to their nature conservation 
value and potential to support protected or priority species. No other limitations 
were encountered during the course of either the desk study or the daytime field 
survey and it is considered that with the access gained and recording 
undertaken an accurate assessment of the Site’s ecological value could be 
made. 

 

 



Helen Wight & Gloria Searles 
Document ref. WWE120512/R01   
Land off Cwmgarw Road, Brynamman  
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Survey Report  
 

 

 

© Wildwood Ecology Limited 2012  Page 11 of 23 

3.0 RESULTS 

Desk study 

3.1 Searches using the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) website revealed a 
nearby Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Mynydd Du (Black Mountain) 
SSSI lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park approximately 1km north of 
the Site and is an important upland site of special interest for its vegetation 
(e.g., heather, Calluna vulgaris, bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus, dwarf willow, Salix 
herbacea, and the common rock-rose, Helianthemum nummularium), open 
water and birdlife (e.g., ring ouzels, Turdus torquatus and red kite, Milvus 
milvus). An additional data search (1km diameter around the Site) through the 
West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC) produced the following 
records: 

GridRef. Scientific name 
Common 

name 
Type Date Location 

SN7013 
Hyacinthoides non-

scripta 
Bluebell 

Field 
record 

30/04/1990 Amman Colliery 

SN7014 
Hyacinthoides non-

scripta 
Bluebell 

Field 
record 

16/07/1993 Upper Brynamman 

SN7114 Circus cyaneus Hen Harrier 
Field 

record 
24/11/2005 Brynamman 

SN7113 Motacilla cinerea Grey wagtail 
Field 

record 
29/03/2002 

Lower Brynamman 
Bridge 

 

Field survey 

3.2 The Site is found in Brynamman, a village sitting along the south facing side of 
the Black Mountain, part of the Brecon Beacons National Park. It is immediately 
bordered to the north by residential housing. The remaining sides of the site are 
bordered by fields and woodland areas. 

3.3 The distribution and extent of habitats both within and adjacent to the Site is 
illustrated in the preliminary ecological appraisal survey plan (see Appendix III). 

 

Flora 

Marsh/marshy grassland (B5) 

3.4 The central field area was made up of marshy grassland habitat with a greater 
than 25% cover of Juncus species (see Plate 1), including soft rush, Juncus 
effusus and compact rush, J. conglomeratus. Other species included common 
sorrel, Rumex acetosa (Plate 2), creeping buttercup, Ranunculus repens, 
meadow buttercup, Ranunculus acris, Yorkshire fog, Holcus lanatus, crested 
dog’s tail, Cynosurus cristatus, perennial rye grass, Lolium perenne, marsh 
thistle, Cirsium palustre (Plate 3), ragged robin, Lychnis flos-cuculi (Plate 4), 
germander speedwell, Veronica chamaedrys and common ragwort, Senecio 
jacobaea. NB certain species, such as creeping buttercup and marsh thistle, are 
indicators that the field has been improved and grazed in the past. This, along 
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with the presence of Yorkshire fog, could mean this habitat could equally be 
classified as Neutral Grassland (B2). 

Scrub (A2.1) 

3.5 Areas of scrub (less than 5m tall) were observed in the north western corner 
(dominated by bramble, Rubus fructicosus and willow, Salix sp.) and in between 
the marshy grassland and the wood land habitat observed in the southern end 
of the Site (also dominated by bramble). 

Scattered trees (A3) 

3.6 Bordering the western edge of the Site was a line of trees, dominated by 
pedunculate oak, Quercus robur (see Plate 5). Other species included willow 
and hazel, Corylus avellana, ash, Fraxinus excelsior and holly, Ilex sp. To the 
south eastern edge of the Site, two oak trees (Q. robur) were observed (see 
Plate 6). On-line aerial photgraphs revealed a previous intact line of trees on 
this part of the Site border. It appears that the trees in between the remaining 
oak have been felled. The two large brash piles observed in the central field 
area provided further evidence for this (see Plate 7). In the centre of the 
northern border, there were 2-3 willow trees. 

Semi-natural broadleaved woodland (A1.1) 

3.7 To the south of the scrub mentioned in 4.5 above is an area of semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland (see Plate 8). Species include willow, oak (Q. robur), 
hazel, and silver birch, Betula pendula. The understory was dominated by 
bramble (other species included ferns (Pteridophyta) and marsh thistle. This 
continued along and beyond the eastern edge of the Site, where it became 
dominated by willow. 

 

Fauna 

Birds 

3.8 Nesting birds (blackbird, Turdus merula, chiff chaff, Phylloscopus collybita 
collared dove, Streptopelia decaocto, crow, Corvus corone, wren, Troglodytes 
troglodytes) were heard and observed within the boundary features across the 
Site, associated with the woodland and scrub habitats. 

Bats 

3.9 The Site offers good foraging potential, with boundary elements providing 
potential food sources and commuting corridors. 

Reptiles 

3.10 The habitat at the Site is considered suitable for reptile species. There is a 
diversity of flora structure together with many areas suitable for insolation 
(brash piles). 

Otters 

3.11 A small stream was observed in the south western edge of the site where the 
line of trees dominated by oak gives way to the denser southern tip of woodland 
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habitat. In addition, the river Amman runs west to east and is approximately 
100m to the south of the site. The European otter Strategy and Action Plan 
(SAP) for the Carmarthenshire LBAP Partnership states that otters are known to 
be present on all rivers in Carmarthenshire. Deciduous woodland (alder and 
willow carr are particularly important) is often used by otters for lying-up, even 
when located some distance from the river, but accessible by small streams and 
ditches. 

 

Other notes 
3.12 To the far north of the site is a small corridor of land linking the field area to the 

row of houses on Cwmgarw Road. On the lower south eastern border of the 
corridor is lined with a number of trees (<5m) including ash, elder, Sambucus 
nigra and hawthorn, Crataegus sp. Building waste and refuse was observed 
within the central portion of the corridor. This has been succeeded by a variety 
of plant species, including buttercup, Ranunculus sp., bramble, Rubus 
fruticosus common nettle, Urtica dioica, herb robert, Galium aparine and 
cleavers, Galium aparine. Japanese knotweed, Fallopia japonica was seen in 
the southern part of the corridor (see Plate 9 and Target note 1). 
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4.0 INTERPRETATION AND ASSESSMENT 

4.1 A planning application is to be submitted for residential accommodation. This 
will result in the displacement of existing habitats across the Site, in particular 
resting places or breeding sites used by nesting birds (woodland, trees and 
scrub), the loss of the marshy grassland and disturbance or loss/damage to 
boundary features and associated fauna. 

4.2 Where avoidance of either protected or priority habitats or species is not 
possible, mitigation/compensation measures should be agreed upon in 
consultation with the local planning authority and other relevant stakeholders. 

4.3 The term ‘mitigation’ is used to describe all works required to comply with 
relevant legislation & policy. There are two elements: 

 Mitigation – refers to practices that reduce or remove damage (e.g., by 
changing the layout of a scheme, or altering the timing of any development 
work); 

 Compensation – refers to initiatives that offset damage caused by the 
development (e.g. by the creation of habitats/features); 

Both of these elements need consideration, with the overall aim of avoiding 
detrimental effects on either habitat or species. 

 

Potential impacts 

4.4 Potential development impacts may arise from any construction work that may 
occur on the Site. These may be short or long term. 

 Short-term impacts – relate to disturbance effects from noise, vibration, dust, 
additional lighting, etc.  

 Long-term impacts – may relate to habitat loss, modification/damage and 
isolation/fragmentation. 

4.5 The Mynydd Du SSSI lies approximately 1km north of the Site. It is an important 
upland site of special interest for its vegetation, open water and birdlife It is not 
considered that the Development will have an effect on any of its designated 
features. Similarly, it is not considered that any of the species mentioned in the 
WWBIC data search will be affected by the Development, especially if works 
are scheduled outside the nesting bird season. 

4.6 It is considered that protected and notable conservation priority fauna species 
are reasonably likely to be present (subject to survey) and in this case will 
include nesting birds and possibly reptiles, bats and otters. 

4.7 The Development will directly impact upon the marshy grassland and 
broadleaved woodland habitats present and avoidance, mitigation and 
compensation measures will be required. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 As outlined in national and local planning policy and guidance, further survey 
effort must be undertaken in order to advise and inform an appropriate level of 
mitigation or compensation measures where avoidance measures cannot be 
implemented. 

5.2 Below are the recommendations based on our observations, which outline 
avoidance measures and likely additional surveys required to identify the 
presence or likely absence of protected and notable conservation priority fauna 
species (i.e. nesting birds, reptiles, bats and otter). The outcome of these 
surveys will inform our advice concerning appropriate mitigation. In addition, 
protective measures in relation to other features (i.e., marshy grassland and 
broadleaved trees) are discussed. 

 

Birds 

5.3 All wild birds, their nests, eggs and dependent young are afforded protection 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), with the bird nesting 
season generally from 1 March until 31 July.  

5.4 In order to avoid impacts to nesting birds and infringement of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, any planned vegetation, site clearance or construction 
work should be undertaken outside of the nesting season. As a cautionary note, 
the nesting period may start before this and extend beyond it in many cases. 

5.5 If clearance work has to be undertaken during the nesting season, a breeding 
bird survey will be required and must be carried out by a suitably qualified 
person. As a general rule, it should be assumed that birds will be nesting on/in 
trees and scrub habitats during the core nesting period, unless a survey had 
shown this not to be the case. Any active nests identified should be protected 
until the young have fledged.  

5.6 Where a Schedule 1(3) species (as defined in the Wildlife and Countryside Act - 
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3614) is involved, mitigation for impacts, e.g., loss 
of nesting sites, should be devised and implemented. 

Bats 

5.7 The Site offers good foraging potential, with boundary elements providing 
potential food sources and commuting corridors. The Oak trees on Site provide 
low roosting potential. Two activity surveys is advised in order to inform of the 
Development’s impact on foraging and commuting bats and if a site lighting plan 
is required to minimise disturbance to bats. 

Reptiles 

5.8 The habitat at the Site is considered suitable for reptile species. We would 
therefore recommend a reptile survey to ascertain presence or absence. 

 

 

 

http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3614
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Otters 

5.9 The deciduous woodland, especially the willow carr found at the southern and 
south eastern areas of the Site, are potential lying up sites for otter. We would 
therefore recommend an otter survey to ascertain presence or absence 

Marsh/marshy grassland 

5.10 The Development will directly impact upon the marshy grassland habitat 
present. Although this may not be the best example of this habitat type, it is a 
priority habitat under the NERC (Natural Environment and Rural Communities) 
Act, 2006. As such, we would recommend retaining and enhancing a proportion 
of the habitat. If this is not feasible, then compensation for the inevitable loss 
must be considred.  

 

Scattered trees and woodland 

5.11 The trees and woodland features found on the western boundary and to the 
south and south east of the Site provide wildlife corridors (linking up with 
hedgerows to the west and east and with further areas of woodland to the 
south), plus foraging and resting/breeding places for a range of wildlife. 
Therefore, any development that impacts on the ecological functionality of this 
habitat must be avoided in the first instance. Where development is considered 
necessary, then any loss/damage must be minimised and appropriate mitigation 
provided. This may include supplementary planting, re-planting or translocation 
of woodland features. 

 

Invasive species 

5.12 Part of the corridor of land in the far north of the Site has become colonised by 
Japanese knotweed. Careful consideration must be given to its disposal: 

5.12.1 Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 Japanese knotweed and 
Himalayan balsam are classed as ‘controlled waste’ and must be disposed of 
safely at a licensed landfill site.  Soil containing roots is considered 
contaminated and if taken off the Site must be disposed of at a licensed 
landfill site. 

5.12.2 Onsite treatment is limited to poisoning, with commercial treatment and 
disposal recommended. 
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APPENDIX I - Survey images 

 

 
Plate 1. Marshy grassland in the central field area of 
the Site.. 

Plate 2. Common sorrel, Rumex acetosa 

 
 
 
 

 

  
Plate 3. Marsh thistle, Cirsium palustre. Plate 4. Ragged robin, Lychnis flos-cuculi 
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Plate 5. Line of trees, dominated by pedunculate 
oak, Quercus robur, bordering the western edge 
of the Site. 

Plate 6. Two oak trees (Q. robur) on the south 
eastern edge of the Site. 

  
  
  
  

 

 
Plate 7. Brash pile observed in the central field 
area. 

Plate 8 Area of semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland to the south of the Site. 
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Plate 9. Japanese knotweed, Fallopia japonica in 
the southern part of the corridor at the north of the 
Site. 
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APPENDIX II - Species list 

To be submitted to the appropriate Local Records Centre 
 
Site Name: Land off Cwmgarw Road, Brynamman Provided by: Wildwood Ecology 

Grid ref: SN 71660 14196 Verified by: Richard Dodd 

 
 

Common name Scientific name (if known) Comment 

Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium  

Red Clover Trifolium pratense  

Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea  

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus  

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum  

Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi  

Cleavers Galium aparine  

Bramble Rubus fruticosus  

Common nettle Urtica dioica  

Germander Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys  

Lady’s Smock Cardamine pratensis  

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens  

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris  

Dock Rumex sp.  

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata  

Willow Salix sp.  

Ash Fraxinus excelsior  

Elder Sambucus nigra  

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna  

Silver birch Betula pendula  

Cinquefoil Potentilla sp.  

Marsh thistle Cirsium palustre  

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea  

Silverweed Potentilla anserina  

Hazel Corylus avellana  

Soft Rush Juncus effusus  

Compact Rush Juncus conglomeratus  

Crested Dog’s tail Cynosurus cristatus  

Perennial Ryegrass Lolium perenne  

Pedunculate oak Quercus robur  

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica Target note 1 

Holly Ilex sp  

Ivy Hedera sp  

Fern Pteridophyta  
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Appendix III – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Survey Plan 

 
 

Target note Description 

1 Japanese knotweed in corridor at far northern point of the Site. 
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