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   Summary   

 
The survey relates to a proposed residential development site covering an area of 
approximately 1.5 ha at Brynamman, Carmarthenshire.  
 
A Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) undertaken by Wildwood Ecology in June 2012 
flagged the potential for otter (Lutra lutra) at the site, and recommended further survey work. 
They undertook an otter survey in October 2012, but found no evidence of otter.  
 
A walkover survey undertaken by Wildwood Ecology in February 2020 found no definitive 
evidence of otter, though this was not a specific otter survey.  The letter of 28 February 2020 
(Ecology Survey) states that,” Due to the location of the River Aman approximately 100m 
south of the woodland and the potential for otters to rest up within the woodland an updated 
otter survey will be required, if there is to be any impact upon the woodland edge, and a 
sufficient buffer cannot be provided along the woodland edge”. 
 
Natural Resources Wales advise that an otter survey is undertaken in accordance with 
published good practice guidance  
 

 
Figure 1.  Location of site Grid Ref: SN 71732 14224 

 

An otter survey was undertaken on the 27th November 2020. No signs of otter were observed 
within the development parcel during the survey, however suitable habitat does occur within 
the red line boundary. Otter signs on the afon Garw  and Amman to the south of the 
development parcel confirm the presence of otter in the vicinity of the development. The 
woodland to the south of the site and the marshy grassland to the south east have the 
potential to provide resting/breeding sites and prey resource in the form of amphibians during 
the spring period. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

A Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) undertaken by Wildwood Ecology in June 2012 
flagged the potential for otter (Lutra lutra) at the site, and recommended further survey work. 
They undertook an otter survey in October 2012, but found no evidence of otter.  
A walkover survey undertaken by Wildwood Ecology in February 2020 found no definitive 
evidence of otter, though this was not a specific otter survey.  The letter of 28 February 2020 
(Ecology Survey) states that, “Due to the location of the River Aman approximately 100m 
south of the woodland and the potential for otters to rest up within the woodland an updated 
otter survey will be required, if there is to be any impact upon the woodland edge, and a 
sufficient buffer cannot be provided along the woodland edge”. 
Natural Resources Wales advise that an otter survey is undertaken in accordance with 
published good practice guidance  
 
This report presents the findings of both a desk study and a site appraisal undertaken in 
November 2020. The report outlines the ecological constraints/opportunities associated with 
the site development in relation to otter. 
 
The survey was conducted under optimal conditions, during a period of dry weather with 
stable water levels. The surveyor is suitably qualified and experienced with otters to undertake 
the survey and make recommendations. 
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2. METHODOLOGY   
 
A desk-based survey and an ecological site survey were undertaken to determine the 
suitability of the site for otter, and establish how otter are utilizing the adjacent river 
catchment.  
 
The proposed development site (red broken line), the marshy grassland to the south east and 
the woodland to the south (semi-transparent orange) were surveyed for signs of otter, and 
habitat likely to provide either shelter or feeding opportunities for otter (Fig. 2). The Garw was 
surveyed at the road bridge on Cwmgarw road (SN 72139 14224), and then from a point 
upstream of the confluence with the nant Gwyn through to its confluence with the Amman, 
and then the Amman downstream to below the road bridge in Brynamman. The Amman was 
also surveyed for some 200m upstream with its confluence with the Garw. The upstream 
extent of survey on all the minor watercourses is shown in Figure 2. The survey was 
undertaken by a suitably qualified surveyor, in line with current recommendations (Gov.UK 
2016). 
 

 

Figure 2. Area surveyed (Sketchmap) 

 

Watercourses were surveyed from both the bank top and the watercourse, working in an 
upstream direction. The areas were inspected closely for signs of otter including spraint 
(droppings), runs and tracks, slides, couch’s (temporary laying up sites in soft undergrowth) 
and potential holts.  
 
Spraint was classified according to its age: 
  Fresh – wet, black, tarry, strong scent, deposited within previous 24hr period 
  Recent – drier than above, but still black and scented. 
  Old – dry, white, bones clearly visible 
 

 

X 

Amman 

Amman 

Melyn Gwyn 

Garw 
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3. Desk Study 

 
There are no designated sites within the vicinity of the development.  

 
The otter survey of Wales (Strachan 2015) had 78% positive sites within the Loughor 
hydrometric area in 2002 and 100% in 2009, compared to 0% in the 1977 and 1984 surveys. 
 
 

 
 
  

Amman 
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4. SURVEY RESULTS  

 
The results are mapped and summarized in Appendix 1.  
 
Development site 
The majority of the development site is semi-improved grassland (TN1; Fig.3). There are no 
features within this area to support or attract otters.  
 

 Fig.3 

 
The wet woodland in the southern extension of the site is composed of willow and bramble 
scrub. The bramble is sufficiently thick in the middle section to provide cover for otter. The 
area is limited and insufficient to support a breeding site (TN2; Fig. 4).  
 

 Fig.4 
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Two ditches (TN3&4; Fig. 5&6) run down alongside the hedge banks to join a cut-off ditch 
below the site boundary fence flowing east to west (TN5; Fig.7). There is a large ponded area 
adjacent (TN6; Fig. 8). These features will provide amphibian breeding opportunities and are 
therefore likely to be seasonally attractive to otter  
 

Fig.5

  Fig.6 
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Fig.7              Fig. 8 

               
 
No evidence of otter was observed within the development site. 
 
 
Marshy Grassland 
 
The marshy grassland to the south east has a number of seepages along the northern 
boundary, and a drainage ditch that runs along the top of the conifer plantation to the south 
(TN7; Fig.9). The dense tussocks will provide cover for otter and the site is sufficiently 
extensive to support breeding otter. The wetland features will provide breeding opportunities 
for amphibians, and prey opportunities for otter. 
 

 Fig.9    
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Woodland 
A block of woodland runs to the east of the southern finger of the development parcel. This is 
separated from the parcel by a barbed wire fence. The adjacent block is conifer woodland, and 
the dense shade and complete lack of ground layer makes this unsuitable for otter (TN8: 
Fig.10). Further on the woodland becomes a mix of deciduous trees with a bramble ground 
layer. This is thick enough to the eastern end to provide cover for otter to lie-up (TN9; Fig.11)  
 

 
Fig.10            Fig.11 
 
The woodland running to the north of the cycle track up to the boundary fence (TN10; Fig. 12) 
is suitable for otter to lie-up, but the absence of a fence along the cycle track, and the 
popularity with walkers and dogs means it would be too disturbed. Otter will readily move 
through this habitat during darkness. 
 

 
Fig.12               Fig.13 
 
The woodland to the south of the cycle path is open, and heavily disturbed. Otter will move 
through it, but there are no suitable resting sites (TN10; Fig.13). 
 
River corridor 
The rivers Amman and Garw are typical of the catchments in south and west Wales. They are 
spate rivers, with a mixture of riffles, pools and glides that will support native brown trout and 
provide spawning for migratory salmon and sea trout. The banks are generally wooded 
throughout the reach, and there are a number of undercuts to provide temporary resting sites 
(Fig. 14).  
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 Fig.14 
 
Dense vegetation cover along the reach is patchy, and the cycle route and trails emanating 
from it towards the river mean that there is a high level of disturbance along the reach. It is 
notable that the majority of otter signs were observed along the Garw where stock fencing 
precludes public access. 
Sings of otter were found along both the Amman and the Garw. The majority of the spraint 
observed were fresh, indicating recent otter activity. The spatey nature of the catchment 
means that signs will be regularly washed out. A number of undercuts along the bank, above 
moderate flood levels had multiple spraints from fresh through to old (TN14, 16, 18; Fig.15, 
16). 
 

 
Fig.15              Fig.16  
 
Two holts were noted, a dry culvert running from the bank back towards the former iron 
works site (TN12) and a complex of culverts associated with the former aqueduct for the 
Amman Iron Works (TN13). 
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                 Fig.17               Fig.18 
 
 

   
 

 
Fig.19                
 
 
 
       Fig.20 
 
 
An otter track runs from the un-named tributary of the Garw across the cycle track and into 
the dense bramble and woodland above the track (TN17). The area immediately upstream on 
the Garw has a high level of otter activity. This route provides access to the woodland at the 
southern end of the development boundary, linking with the cross ditch draining the base of 
the slope, an area of fenced out woodland providing good cover, and the marshy grassland to 
the north.   
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Fig.21               Fig.22 
 
An extensive area of bramble and willow scrub runs back along the old tram road on the 
southern bank of the Amman, immediately upstream of its confluence with the Garw. A small 
drainage ditch links to the Amman. This provides ideal otter cover (Fig. 23).  
 

Fig.23  
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5. CONCLUSIONS  

No evidence of otter was observed within the development boundary during the course of the 
survey. The site and the adjacent habitat do have features that would be attractive to otter. 
The complex of drainage ditches, ponded areas and marshy grassland are likely to support 
amphibian breeding, and represent an important food resource for otter during the spring 
period. Further survey work would be needed to establish this. 
 
There is evidence of otter utilizing the Amman and Garw, with fresh, recent and old spraint, a 
number of resting sites and two holts. There is significant evidence on the Garw, and an otter 
track runs from the Garw into the woodland belt below the development via a small stream. 
 
The area of woodland to either side of the cycle track is generally too open and disturbed to 
provide resting cover for otter, but would be suitable for them to traverse between the river 
and the habitat within and adjacent to the development site. Two ditches lead from the river 
up into the development site and the adjacent habitat. Otters are nocturnal and crepuscular, 
and therefore unlikely to be disturbed whilst commuting or hunting along this section. 
 
An area of bramble at the southern end of the site in the vicinity of the proposed attenuation 
ponds (Fig.24) is sufficiently thick to provide cover to otter and is adjacent to the ditches and 
ponded area. Use of this area would be seasonal, associated with amphibian breeding and 
prey availability. 
 
 

 
 Fig.24 
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Direct impacts from the construction of the housing development are unlikely to impact otter, 
but there is potential to cause a temporary disturbance during the construction of the 
drainage scheme. Construction of the attenuation pond will result in the loss of a small area of 
thick bramble that could be utilized by otter on a seasonal basis. The area is relatively small, 
and its loss could be offset by mitigation and enhancement outside the development 
boundary.  
 
The development could result in a higher level of disturbance to the habitats outside the 
development boundary, and along the proposed linkage to the cycle route. Dense vegetation 
cover within this reach of the catchment is patchy and limited.  
 
Indirect impacts are also possible via the introduction of polluting matter into the 
watercourses. Sediments from earthworks, dirty water from the site and oil and fuel spills 
from machinery and plant could all impact upon the river and fish stocks. 
 
The attenuation pond planned to deal with surface water drainage will become available for 
breeding amphibians, and in turn attractive to otter. It is important that the development does 
not lead to otter being attracted to areas where they are at risk from road traffic. 
 
Human and dog access to the areas of woodland and wetland outside the site boundary 
should be discouraged.  
 

 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The bramble area within the development boundary should be surveyed by a 

suitably qualified ecologist immediately prior to being strimmed to ground level. 

This is particularly important if works are to be undertaken in the spring period. A 

tool-box talk should be undertaken at the same time. 

 The development parcel should be fenced with stock proof fencing to dissuade 

access to retained habitats and allow for the areas of adjacent woodland to scrub 

up.  

 Site lighting should not point towards the woodland or ditch-lines 

 Excavations should not be left open overnight. If unavoidable then an access ramp 

should be installed to allow for animals to escape. 

 Fuels and oils should be kept in a bunded area away from the watercourses. All 

refueling should be away from the watercourses. 

 Spill kits should be available on site, and contractors should be aware of their 

location and deployment 

 De-watering of excavations should be to vegetated land well away from the river 

and ditch  
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 Surface water drainage from site should be monitored to ensure that sediments are 

not entering the watercourses and wetland. Silt fencing, interception bunds and 

sediment traps may be required 

 Consideration should be given to permanent otter fencing to separate the housing 

area from the attenuation pond and wetland features. 

 To mitigate for the loss of potential otter habitat within the development parcel 

opportunities should be sought to create dense scrub cover in the area. Options 

include – 

o Fencing along the northern side of the cycle path will allow the woodland 

strip to scrub up, and in time prevent dog access 

o Fencing along the northern bank of the Amman upstream of the confluence 

with the Garw would provide a significant block of cover to the south. 

 The wet grassland to the south and east of the development should be retained. 

Light cattle grazing would maintain the marshy grassland interest while retaining 

features of interest to otter. Alternatively grazing could be excluded and the area 

allowed to slowly develop into wet woodland. The creation of a pond within this 

parcel would further enhance the value to otter.  
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LEGISLATION 

Otters and the Law 

 
The otter is a European Protected Species (EPS). It is against the law to damage or destroy an  
otter breeding site or resting place, or deliberately to capture, kill, injure or disturb an otter. 
 
Otters are fully protected by the following pieces of legislation: 

 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (regulation 42) fully 
protects otters, making it an offence to: - 

 Intentionally or deliberately capture, injure or kill an Otter.  

 Damage or destroy a breeding or resting place of an Otter, or 
intentionally or recklessly damage or destroy any structure or place used 
for shelter or protection 

 Intentionally or recklessly disturb an Otter in a place used for shelter or 
protection , or deliberately disturb Otters in such a way as to be likely 
significantly to affect (i) the ability of any significant group of Otters to 
survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, or (ii) the local distribution or 
abundance .  

 Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a place used for shelter or 
protection.  

 Possess an Otter (alive or dead), or any part of an Otter 
 

 Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the CROW 
[Countryside Rights of Way] Act 2000) fully protects otters, making it an offence to:- 

 
For any disturbance to occur a derogation or EPS licence must be gained from Natural 
Resources Wales. To gain an EPS Licence from Natural Resources Wales (NRW), NRW must be 
satisfied that; 
 

i. granting the licence would not be detrimental to the Favourable Conservation 
Status (fcs) of the populations of species concerned within its natural range. 

ii. the derogation (licence) is in the public interest of Health and Safety or for other 

reasons of over-riding public interest, including those of a socio-economic nature 

or will have a benefit of primary importance to the environment. 

iii. there is no satisfactory alternative to the derogation which would allow the 

described development to proceed but which would avoid or reduce the need for 

any adverse impact to the species. 

Otters are also protected by;  

 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, and in Wales specifically, by 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 

 Annex II Habitats Directive (protection through Special Areas of Conservation) 

 UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species and Species of Principal Importance in 
Wales. 
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Spraint             Holts/Resting sites                  Potential resting sites                 Runs                  Good otter cover      Cycle path   
 
1. Semi-improved grassland           15.   Fresh spraint under shallow overhang   

2. Bramble cover suitable for otter        16.   Two potential resting sites and one confirmed with fresh, recent and old spraint 

3. Ditch line                  Fresh spraint on two boulders in near vicinity    

4. Ditch line        17.   Otter track from ditch line across cycle path to woodland 

5. Cut-off ditch below site boundary     18.   Resting site under blackthorn root complex, fresh spraint 

6. Ponded area       19.   Fresh spraint on boulder 

7. Marshy grassland       20.   Fresh spraint on boulder 

            

8. Conifer plantation      21.  Fresh spraint on boulder 

9. Deciduous woodland with bramble cover suitable for otter 

10. Open disturbed woodland adjacent to cycle track 

11. Fresh spraint on boulder 

12. Brick culvert with recent and old spraint 

13. Complex of culverts along river bank, fresh and recent spraint 

14. Undercut with fresh spraint      


