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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This Planning Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Full Planning 
Permission, submitted on behalf of Cardiff BMX Racing Club and the Welsh Cycling Union in 

relation to the following development proposal on land at Riverside Park, Llanrumney:  
 
“Full Planning Application for a National Standard BMX Race-track and associated works” 

 
1.2 This Planning Statement outlines the context within which the application is made and provides 

a detailed examination of the main planning considerations raised by the proposals, together 
with reasoned justification in support of the proposed development. 

 
1.3 The statement is structured as follows: 

 

• Section 2 provides a description of the characteristics of the site and surrounding 

area, and details regarding the planning history associated with the site; 

• Section 3 provides details of the development proposals; 

• Section 4 outlines the relevant planning policy framework in relation to the site and 
the development; 

• Section 5 details the pre-application enquiry submitted for this site and the Council’s 

response; 

• Section 6 analyses the key planning considerations arising from the proposed 
development and undertakes an open space assessment (considering the planning 

policy context); 

• Section 7 sets out our conclusions. 
 

Documents submitted in support of this Application 

 
1.4 The following documents are submitted in support of the application, and should be read 

alongside this planning statement:  
 

• Planning Application Forms;  

• Site Location Plan (dwg. Cardiff Council Property); 

• Flood Consequences Assessment (Document Reference: HYG861); 

• Track Layout Plan (dwg. Cardiff BMX Track Layout Revision 2); 

• Topography Plan (dwg. HC/RPL/001); 

• Floodlighting Plan (Document Reference: 0400573770, D-390698); 
• Open Space Assessment (Submitted within this document, GJP); and 

• Landscaping Strategy Specification and Planting Plan (Document Reference: 

edp7038_d0001). 
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2.0 SITE AND SURROUNDINGS 

 
The Site 

 
2.1 The site is located on land at Riverside Park, Llanrumney. This is currently a recreation ground 

and sports fields. The site measures approximately 3.26 acres (1.3ha). 
 

2.2 The northern portion of Riverside Park is owned by Cardiff University and operates as its main 

Rugby, Football and Lacrosse pitches. This site has recently been granted planning permission 
for a sporting (football-led) redevelopment brought forward by Cardiff City FC and Cardiff 

University, in partnership. Further details on this can be found in the Planning History section 
of this statement. 

 

2.3 To the south of the Cardiff University site, part of Riverside park is the home sports ground 
and changing rooms of Rumney RFC, and there are further sports pitches and recreational 

areas for public use. 
 

2.4 The aerial image below identifies the location of the site, roughly demarcated by the red circle. 

 

 
Aerial View of the Site  

 

2.5 As shown, the eastern portion of the site is roughly adjacent to Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Eirwg. On 
the other hand, the northern, southern and western parts of the site are bounded by land at 

Riverside Park. 

 
2.6 Given the recreational and sporting nature of Riverside Park and the variety of sporting and 

recreational facilities already on offer at this location, the proposals for the BMX Track seek to 
improve the sporting facility offer of both the park itself, and the wider surrounding area of 

Llanrumney and Cardiff through the provision of a high-quality cycling venue which is developed 
to National Standards. It must be noted that these facilities are in high demand both on a 

competitive and sporting level but also from a recreational perspective. Despite this high 

demand, there are no national standard facilities in Cardiff with the only facilities of note being 
at the Maindy Centre – unfortunately, these facilities only have a very small pump-track and 

are, therefore, not suitable for BMX Racing. Whilst the applicant notes the presence of the BMX 
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Racing Club based in the Llynfi Valley in the Maesteg area, the requirement for a facility of this 

kind in Cardiff is evident given the increasing demand for this sporting activity.   

 
Site Surroundings 

 
2.7 Riverside Park is a large recreational ground with various site operators and users, for both 

public and private purposes. 
 

2.8 To the east of the park, the residential areas of Rumney and Llanrumney can be found. The 

nearest residential development to the site are, in fact, the properties at Ridgeway Road and 
Tiverton Drive, respectively. It must be noted that these residential areas are set on higher 

land as the topography of the area and Ridgeway Road tends to slope downwards towards the 
Rumney River. 

 

2.9 Riverside Park itself, however, is a largely flat and level parcel of recreational green space. The 

Rumney River runs adjacent to the west and south of the park, with the A48/Eastern Avenue 

and A4232 beyond. There are some footpaths which run around the edges of the park.  
 

2.10 The below image shows the north-eastern corner of Riverside Park, with a view from the 
junction of Mendip Road and Hartland Road. 

 

 
North-eastern corner of Riverside Park, showing access to Cardiff University Sports Ground 
 

2.11 At this junction, Hartland Road becomes an access road to Rumney RFC and the central and 
southern portions of Riverside Park (road on the left side of the above image). This access road 

is approximately 6m wide and would form a natural existing access to the BMX Track. 

 

 
View south along access road leading to Rumney RFC (Cardiff University Sports Ground on right side of image) 
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View south to Rumney RFC, access lane to right leads to BMX Track site 
 

 
View of car park and approximate location of BMX Track site 

 
2.12 As demonstrated above, the site would be served by an existing car-parking area. 

 

2.13 The site is located within a sustainable location – in close proximity to a number of local facilities 
and services given its siting in Rumney. The site is within walking distance (approximately 10 

minutes) of bus stops on Ball Road (0.6miles) and on the B4487 (0.4miles). These bus stops 
provide services to and from Cardiff City Centre and beyond. 

 
2.14 The site is within easy walking distance of the B4487, which in turn, allows for access to the 

Rumney local centre which includes a Sainsbury’s Local, Don Skene Cycle Shop (appropriately 

located, given the proposals), a post office and other retail outlets. 
 

2.15 The site is in a sustainable and appropriate location and is well provided for in terms of services 
and facilities including public transport and general accessibility. 

 

PLANNING HISTORY 
 

2.16 In assessing the site for development, a planning history search for the site has been 
undertaken for the Riverside Park site, including Cardiff University Playing Fields and Rumney 

RFC. This has been carried out using the planning application search register on the council’s 

website.  
 

Application 
Reference 

Location Proposal Decision 
Date 

Decision 

20/02690/MJR UNIVERSITY SPORT 
PAVILION AND FIELD, 
MENDIP ROAD, 
LLANRUMNEY, CARDIFF, 
CF3 4JN 

CONSTRUCTION OF SPORTS 
ACADEMY BUILDING AND 
COMMUNITY CLUBHOUSE 
TOGETHER WITH NEW 3G 
PITCHES WITH 

Undecided Pending 
Decision  
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FLOODLIGHTING AND 
AMENDMENTS TO CAR PARKING 

19/02043/MNR RUMNEY RFC, 
HARTLAND ROAD, 
LLANRUMNEY CF3 4JL 

PROPOSED EXTENSION TO 
RUGBY CLUB LOUNGE, 
PROPOSED REARRANGEMENT 
AND EXTENSION TO CAR PARK 

12/11/19 Permission 
granted 

13/00970/DCO UNIVERSITY SPORT 
PAVILION, MENDIP 
ROAD, LLANRUMNEY 
CF3 4JN 

CREATION OF A NEW FLOODLIT 
ARTIFICIAL TURF PITCH AND 
ASSOCIATED WORKS 

14/08/13 Permission 
granted  

12/01850/DCO CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 
SPORTS FIELDS, 
MENDIP ROAD, 
LLANRUMNEY, CARDIFF, 
CF3 4JN 

VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 3 
AND 4 OF PLANNING 
PERMISSION 96/00964/N TO 
INCREASE FLOOD LIGHT USE 

15/02/2013 Permission 
granted 

06/01279/E Llanrumney Sports 
Facility, Mendip Road, 
Llanrumney, Cardiff 

VARIATION OF CONDITION 4 
OF 96/964N TO ALLOW USE OF 
THE FLOODLIGHTS UNTIL 21:00 
HOURS MONDAY TO SUNDAY 
INCLUSIVE 

16/07/21 Permission 
granted 

 
2.17 The above table demonstrates that development proposals at Riverside Park have typically 

constituted recreational, sport and leisure use. 

 
2.18 Application 20/02690/MJR comprises a large redevelopment of the existing Cardiff University 

Sports Fields site in partnership with Cardiff City Football Club.  
 

 
3D visuals of proposed redevelopment at Cardiff University Playing Fields 

 

2.19 Other development at Riverside Park has sought to improve or establish the leisure / sporting 
offer of the site through pitches, floodlighting and other improvements. 

 

2.20 It is also our understanding that, from a planning history perspective, the council sought 
authority back in 2015 to advertise the opportunity for a lease to be offered at the site for the 

provision of community cricket. The extent which was proposed for this exercise is outlined 
below. 
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                                       Extent proposed by Cardiff Council for a lease at the site 
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3.0 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

 

3.1 Chapter 3 of PPW11 considers the importance of Good Design in Making Better Places. 
Accordingly, paragraph 3.3 states that ‘good design is fundamental to creating sustainable 
places where people want to live, work and socialise.’ This section goes on to state that ‘Design 
is not just about the architecture of a building but the relationship between all elements of the 
natural and built environment and between people and places’.  
 

3.2 Similarly, paragraph 3.4 notes how ‘design is an inclusive process, which can raise public 
aspirations, reinforce civic pride and create a sense of place and help shape its future. For those 
proposing new development, early engagement can help to secure public acceptance of new 
development. Meeting the objectives of good design should be the aim of all those involved in 
the development process and applied to all development proposals, at all scales’.  

 

3.3 Paragraph 3.17 of PPW11 provides guidance on Design and Access Statements and notes how 
this type of document ‘communicates what development is proposed, demonstrates the design 
process that has been undertaken and explains how the objectives of good design and 
placemaking have been considered from the outset of the development process. In preparing 
design and access statements, applicants should take an integrated and inclusive approach to 
sustainable design, proportionate to the scale and type of development proposal.’ 

 

3.4 This chapter provides a description of the development proposals. 
 

Development Proposals 
 

3.5 This application seeks full planning permission for a National Standard BMX Race-Track and 

associated works. It must be noted that no new built-form is proposed as part of this 
development.  

 
3.6 An extract from the proposed site layout is provided below. It must be noted that the design 

evolution of the development has been informed by ongoing discussions between Cardiff BMX 

Racing Club and the Local Planning Authority. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Extract of the Proposed Track Layout 
 
3.7 The main component of the site is to provide a 400m track. The track route will incorporate hill 

starts and other obstacles. A security fence and access gates will be required to secure the 

track area. In this way, the development proposals comprise the following key elements: 

• Groundworks to create the race-track; and 

• Landscaping and associated works.  
 



Land at Riverside Park, Llanrumney                                                                        March 2021 
Planning, Design and Access Statement                                                                                                     Page 10 of 31 
        

 

 

 
 

3.8 The layout has been designed to provide a high-quality BMX Track venue for South Wales. The 

track will be developed to National Standards to meet a high and increasing demand for these 

facilities in the South Wales area. The image below from the Glasgow BMX Centre further 
demonstrates the nature of the proposals. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
                                 Glasgow BMX Track – Illustrative Only to provide an example 

 

Access, Highways and Parking 
 
3.9 The vehicular access into the site will be via Hartland Road – in this way, there will not be a 

requirement to construct a new access. Furthermore, it is envisaged that many local riders will 
travel to and from the site using existing cycle routes in Llanrumney and within the wider city 

of Cardiff. This is evident when considering the very nature of the development proposals.  

 
3.10 The site is also served by an existing, spacious car park to the east of the development site, as 

shown in the extract overleaf. This provides ample parking opportunity for any users accessing 
the site by private car and is deemed sufficient because, as previously discussed, it is envisaged 

that most users will be accessing the site by bicycle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Image showing existing car parking area which will serve the site 
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Landscape and Visual Impact 

 

3.11 The layout has been designed taking into account the discussions which have taken place 
between Cardiff BMX Racing Club and The Local Planning Authority.  

 
3.12 In terms of landscape mitigation and enhancement, a soft landscaping scheme has been 

prepared by EDP and is provided to support the planning application. Various measures are put 
forward within this scheme including amenity grass and hedgerow planting, where possible. 

 

3.13 An extract of the landscaping scheme is provided below.  

 

Extract of Landscaping Strategy 

 
Ecology 

 

3.14 Following initial discussions with the Local Planning Authority, the design evolution of the 
scheme has evolved to sensitively take into account the site’s context and surroundings. As a 

result, the development site has been moved 100m northwards following initial discussions 
with the local planning authority resulting in the site not impacting upon the SINC designation 

or other ecological designations. 

 
3.15 As a result of the above, no ecological assessments are required at this stage. Similarly, as no 

trees will be affected by the proposed development, a tree assessment is not required in 
support of the application.  

 

Drainage 
 

3.16 The applicant has commissioned HydroGeo to prepare a Flood Consequences Assessment. This 
document (Reference: HYG861) is submitted in support of this application. 

 

3.17 The Flood Consequences Assessment concludes that a BMX park would be expected to remain 
dry in all but the most extreme conditions and that the proposed development will provide 

betterment compared to the existing situation. Ultimately, the Flood Consequences Assessment 
demonstrates that the proposed development should not be precluded on the grounds of flood 

risk.  

 

3.18 The applicant notes the requirement to prepare a Surface Water Drainage Strategy to comply 

with Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) Statutory Guidance and will utilise the Flood 
Consequences Assessment to inform this.  

 

Summary of Proposals 
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3.19 The development layout has considered the existing uses which surround the site and, in 

particular, the leisure/recreational uses which are established at Riverside Park.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Land at Riverside Park, Llanrumney                                                                        March 2021 
Planning, Design and Access Statement                                                                                                     Page 13 of 31 
        

 

 

 
 

4.0 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

 

4.1 A review of the planning policy context associated with the site and proposed development (at 
the national and local level) is provided within this section of the Planning Statement. 

 
4.2 The key planning policies of relevance to the determination of the application are outlined 

below. A detailed assessment of how the proposed development accords with these policies is 
provided in Section 6 (Material Considerations) of this Statement. 

 

National Planning Policy 
 

4.3 The following policy / guidance documents prepared at the national (Welsh Government) level 
is of relevance to the determination of this outline planning application. 

 

Planning Policy Wales (11th Edition, February 2021) 
 
Placemaking 

 

4.4 Paragraph 2.8 sets out the key drivers for placemaking, and states:  

 
“Planning policies, proposals and decisions must seek to promote sustainable 
development and support the well-being of people and communities across Wales. This 
can be done through maximising their contribution to the achievement of the seven 
well-being goals and by using the five Ways of Working, as required by the Well-being 
of Future Generations Act. This will include seeking to maximise the social, economic, 
environmental and cultural benefits, while considering potential impacts when 
assessing proposals and policies in line with the Act’s Sustainable Development 
Principle.” 

 
4.5 Paragraph 1.14 sets out The Well-being of Future Generation’s Goals which are set out in the 

diagram below.  

 

 
The Well-being of Future Generations Goals 

 
Creating Sustainable Places 

 
4.6 Paragraph 2.3 states:  
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“The planning system should create sustainable places which are attractive, sociable, 
accessible, active, secure, welcoming, healthy and friendly. Development proposals 
should create the conditions to bring people together, making them want to live, work 
and play in areas with a sense of place and well-being, creating prosperity for all.” 

 
4.7 Paragraph 2.6 states:  

 
“Sustainable placemaking is an inclusive process, involving all of those with a 
professional or personal interest in the built and natural environment, which focuses 
on developing plans, making decisions and delivering developments which contribute 
to the creation and enhancement of sustainable places.” 

 
People and Places – National Sustainable Placemaking Outcomes 

 
4.8 Paragraph 2.17 states:  
 

“In responding to the key principles for the planning system, the creation of sustainable 
places and in recognition of the need to contribute to the well-being of future 
generations in Wales through placemaking, development plans and development 
proposals must seek to deliver developments that address the national sustainable 
placemaking outcomes.” 

 
National sustainable placemaking outcomes 

 
4.9 Figure 6 on page 20 outlines how PPW should be used to achieve sustainable places in diagram 

format:  

 

 
PPW Figure 6 

 
4.10 Paragraph 2.27 sets out how to assess the sustainable benefits of development:  
 

“Planning authorities should ensure that social, economic, environmental and cultural 
benefits are considered in the decision-making process and assessed in accordance with 
the five ways of working to ensure a balanced assessment is carried out to implement 
the Well-being of Future Generations Act and the Sustainable Development Principle. 



Land at Riverside Park, Llanrumney                                                                        March 2021 
Planning, Design and Access Statement                                                                                                     Page 15 of 31 
        

 

 

 
 

Key factors in the assessment process include: 
Social Considerations 

 

• Who are the interested and affected people and communities;  
• How does the proposal change a persons way of life, which can include:  

– how people live, for example how they get around and access services;  
– how people work, for example access to adequate employment;  
– how people socialise, for example access to recreation activities; and – how people 
interact with one another on a daily basis  

• Who will benefit and suffer any impacts from the proposal;  
• What are the short and long-term consequences of the proposal on a community, 

including its composition, cohesion, character, how it functions and its sense 
of place; and  

• How does the proposal support development of more equal and more cohesive 
communities. 
 

Economic Considerations  
 

• Whether, and how far, the development will help redress economic disadvantage or 
support regeneration priorities, for example by enhancing local employment 
opportunities or upgrading the environment;  

• The contribution the development would make to achieving wider strategies, 
for example the growth or regeneration of certain areas; 

• The contribution this economic activity will have to wider policy goals; and  
• How the proposal would support the achievement of a more prosperous, low carbon, 

innovative and resource efficient Wales. 
 
Cultural Considerations  
 

 
• How far the proposal supports the conditions that allow for the use of the Welsh 

language;  
• Whether or not the development protects areas and assets of cultural and historic 

significance;  
• Have cultural considerations and their relationships with the tourism industry been 

appropriately maximised;  
• If the proposal protects areas known for their cultural value in terms of music, 

literature, sport and the arts; and  
• Vibrant cultural experiences. 

 
Environmental Considerations 
 

• Will important features of the natural and built environment be protected and 
enhanced;  

• Are the environmental impacts of development on health and amenity limited 
to acceptable levels and the resilience of ecosystems improved;  

• Is environmental protection for people and natural resources, property and 
infrastructure maximised and environmental risks prevented or appropriately 
managed;  

• Will high standards of restoration, remediation, decommissioning and beneficial after 
uses be achieved;  

• Will the depletion of non-renewable resources be minimised, waste prevented and the 
efficient and most appropriate use of materials made and re-use and recycling 
promoted;  

• Will the causes and impacts of climate change be fully taken into account through 
location, design, build, operation, decommissioning and restoration; and  
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• Does it support decarbonisation and the transition to a low carbon economy. 
 
Good Design 
 

4.11 Paragraph 3.3 states: 

 
“Good design is fundamental to creating sustainable places where people want to live, 
work and socialise. Design is not just about the architecture of a building but the 
relationship between all elements of the natural and built environment and between 
people and places. To achieve sustainable development, design must go beyond 
aesthetics and include the social, economic, environmental, cultural aspects of the 
development, including how space is used, how buildings and the public realm support 
this use, as well as its construction, operation, management, and its relationship with 
the surrounding area.” 

 
4.12 Paragraph 3.4 sets out the above in an illustrative / diagrammatic manner.  
 

 
Planning Policy Wales Figure 8 

 
Appraising Context 
 

4.13 Paragraph 3.14 states that “site and context analysis should be used to determine the 
appropriateness of a development proposal in responding to its surroundings. This process will 
ensure that a development is well integrated into the fabric of the existing built environment.” 
 
Promoting Healthier Places 

 
4.14 Paragraph 3.19 states:  
 

“The built and natural environment is a key determinant of health and well-being”. 

 
4.15 Paragraph 3.22 states that: 
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“Planning authorities should develop and maintain places that support healthy, active lifestyles 
across all age and socio-economic groups, recognising that investment in walking and cycling 
infrastructure can be an effective preventative measure which reduces financial pressures on 
public services in the longer term.” 
 

4.16 Chapter 4 of PPW11 outlines the importance of active and social places. “Active and social 
places are those which promote our social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being by 
providing well-connected cohesive communities.” 
 

4.17 Figure 9 of PPW11 outlines the Sustainable Transport Hierarchy for Planning: 
 

 
Planning Policy Wales Figure 9 

 
4.18 Indeed, paragraph 4.1.11 states: 

 

“Development proposals must seek to maximise accessibility by walking, cycling and 
public transport, by prioritising the provision of appropriate on-site infrastructure” 
 
With paragraph 4.1.29 stating: 

 
“The planning system has an important role to play in promoting and supporting the 
delivery of the Active Travel Act and creating the right environments and infrastructure 
to make it easier for people to walk and cycle, including new and improved routes and 
related facilities.” 

 
4.19 Paragraph 4.5 outlines the importance of recreational spaces, as they provide a place for play, 

sport, healthy physical activity and a place to relax, often in the presence of nature. They 

contribute to our quality of life: 
 

4.20 Paragraph 4.5.2 states that:  

 

“Planning authorities should provide a framework for well-located, good quality sport, 
recreational and leisure facilities, and develop clear policies for the provision, protection 
and enhancement of sport, recreation and leisure facilities.” 

 

4.21 Paragraph 4.5.4 states that playing fields should be protected from development except where 
“facilities can best be enhanced through the redevelopment of a small part of the site.” 
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4.22 Paragraph 4.5.6 adds that: “Planning authorities should encourage the multiple use of open 
space and facilities, where appropriate, to increase their effective use. ‘Beyond the Six-acre 
Standard’, produced by Fields in Trust, is a source of helpful advice to planning authorities on 
providing open space and outdoor sport and play through the planning system.” 
 
Technical Advice Notes  

 
4.23 TANs supplement the policy principles of PPW. TANs, which are considered relevant to the 

proposal, and should therefore be given weight are: 

 
TAN Title 

TAN 16 Sport, Recreation and Open Space 

 
TAN 16 – Sport, Recreation and Open Space 
 

4.24 TAN 16 outlines requirements for the protection and enhancement of Sport and Recreation 

Facilities and Open Spaces, amongst other relevant guidance for development which relates to 

these uses. 
 

4.25 The note outlines that outdoor facilities such as playing fields, recreation grounds, play areas, 
footpaths and cycle routes and woodland can provide significant health and environmental 

benefits for development. 
 

4.26 There is acknowledgement that (paragraph 3.9) “In some circumstances better, or at least 
equivalent, alternative provision can be made available. This means that the replacement land 
or facilities should be equivalent to, or better than, that taken in terms of its capacity to provide 
for the area’s needs. It will usually, but not necessarily, relate to its size, characteristics, location 
and accessibility.” 
 

And (paragraph 3.11): 
 
“Redevelopment may include alternative forms of provision, such as all-weather pitches or 
other recreation-linked uses such as natural wildlife areas or community woodland schemes.  
 

4.27 This document also issues guidance on floodlighting (para 4.7): “The provision of floodlighting 
at sport and outdoor recreational facilities can allow for more efficient use of such facilities 
through extended opening hours. However, when determining planning applications, local 
planning authorities should ensure that the amenity of people living nearby is fully considered, 
and there is no unacceptable adverse impact on the character of the locality, including its visual 
amenity, or on features of nature conservation importance.” 
 

Local Planning Policy 

 
Local Development Plan 

 
4.28 The current (adopted) Development Plan for Cardiff is the Cardiff Local Development Plan 

(2006-2026). This was adopted on 28th January 2016. 
 

4.29 The Cardiff Local Development Plan Proposals and Constraints maps are provided overleaf. 
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   Cardiff LDP Proposals Map  
 

Key:  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cardiff LDP Constraints Map 
 

Key:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

4.30 To summarise, in terms of its designations, the site is: 

River Corridor  

 
Strategic Bus Corridor Enhancement 

 
Local Centre 

 
Approximate Site Boundary 

 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

 
Strategic Recreation Route 

 
Flood Zone C1 

 
Approximate Site Boundary 
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• Located upon unallocated recreational land, in close proximity to a strategic 
recreational route; 

• Not within a SINC or any other designated or protected areas; and 

• Within Flood Zone C1 (low risk) 

 

4.31 In light of the above, the following Cardiff LDP Local Planning Policies are considered to be of 
relevance: 

 
Policy Title Summary 

KP1 Level of Growth 
Encourages the provision for 45,415 new dwellings (including a 4,000 
dwelling flexibility allowance) to deliver a housing requirement of 41,415 
new dwellings and 40,000 new jobs in Cardiff between 2006-2026. 

KP3 
(B) 

Settlement Boundaries 
Notes that in order to strategically manage the spatial growth of Cardiff, 
settlement boundaries are proposed as shown on the Proposals Map. 

KP5 
Good quality and 
Sustainable Design 

To help support the development of Cardiff as a world-class European 
Capital City, all new development will be required to be of a high quality, 
sustainable design and make a positive contribution to the creation of 
distinctive communities. 

KP8 Sustainable Transport 
Integrated Transport in Cardiff should seek to promote and facilitate 
sustainable modes of transport and avert the use of private vehicles. 

KP13 
Responding to Evidenced 
Social Needs  

Encouraging the provision of a full range of social, health, leisure and 
education facilities and community infrastructure for both existing and new 
communities that are accessible to all by walking and cycling and public 
transport. 

KP14 Healthy Living 
Supporting development which provides for active travel, accessible and 
useable green space, including allotments. 

KP16 Green Infrastructure 

Considers how the protection and conservation of natural heritage network 
needs to be reconciled with the benefits of development and states how 
proposed development should therefore demonstrate how green 
infrastructure has been considered and integrated into the proposals.  

EN4 River Corridors 
The Natural Heritage, character and other key features of Cardiff’s river 
corridors will be protected, promoted and enhanced, together with 
facilitating sustainable access and recreation. 

EN13 
Air, Noise, Light Pollution 
and Land Contamination 

Development will not be permitted where it would cause or result in 
unacceptable harm to health, local amenity, the character and quality of 
the countryside, or interests of nature conservation, landscape or built 
heritage importance because of air, noise, light pollution or the presence 
of unacceptable levels of land contamination. 

EN14 Flood Risk 
Ensures the avoidance of inappropriate development in flood risk areas, 
and appropriate mitigation for flood risk, where required and necessary. 

T1 Walking and Cycling 
Ensures the promotion of development and facilities which promote and 
enable walking and cycling. 

T6 
Impact on Transport 
Networks and Services 

Notes how development will not be permitted which would cause 
unacceptable harm to the safe and efficient operation of the highway, 
public transport and other movement networks including pedestrian and 
cycle routes, public rights of way and bridle routes. 

C1 Community Facilities 
Proposals for new and improved community facilities, health and religious 
facilities will be encouraged, subject to relevant criteria. 

C3 
Community Safety / 
Creating Safe Environments 

All new development and redevelopment shall be designed to promote a 
safe and secure environment and minimise the opportunity for crime. 

C4 Protection of Open Space Sets restrictions for development within Open Space. 

C6 Health  Priority for new developments that reduce health inequality. 

 

Supplementary Planning Guidance 
 

4.32 The following published Cardiff Council Supplementary Planning Guidance is also likely to be 
relevant to this proposal: 

 

• River Corridors Technical Guidance Note (November 2017);  

• Cardiff Green Infrastructure (November 2017) containing the Protection and Provision 

of Open Space in New Developments Technical Guidance Note (November 2017); and 

• Planning for Health and Wellbeing (November 2017); 
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Additional Planning Guidance 

 

4.33 Additional guidance relevant to this proposal is as follows: 
 

• Fields in Trust – Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Plan  
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5.0 PRE-APPLICATION ADVICE 

 

5.1 Cardiff BMX Racing Club engaged with Cardiff Council to establish the application requirements 
for this proposal.  

 
5.2 A list of planning application requirements was provided by Cardiff Council as follows: 

 

• A location Plan (Scale 1:1250 with the site outlined in red); 

• Scaled drawings to describe the development (i.e. elevations, sections, plans); 

• Planning Statement; 

• Open Space Assessment, included within this statement; 

• Flood Consequences Assessment; 

• Soil Resources Survey and Plan (this document is currently being prepared); 

• Landscaping Design and Specification; and 
• Ecological Assessments as required. 
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6 MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

6.1 The key planning considerations arising from the proposed development (in light of the nature 
and form of the proposed development when considered against the planning policy context) 

are as follows: 
 

• Principle of Development and Protection of Open Space; 

• Impact on Residential Amenity;  

• Design;  

• Highways and Access; 

• Drainage and Flood Risk; and 

• Other Considerations. 

 
Principle of Development and Protection of Open Space 

 

Principle of Development 
 

6.2 The site lies within the settlement boundary and its use as a leisure/recreational facility is 
established. This supports the aspirations of policies KP1 (level of growth) and KP3 B 

(settlement boundary) which provide guidance with regards to where and how new 

development should take place. With regards to sustainability, the site lies in a highly accessible 
location in close proximity to the Maelfa (Llanedeyrn) and Newport Road (Rumney) District 

Centres and the wide-range of services and facilities found at this location. Similarly, as 
previously stated, the site lies in close proximity to open space at Parc Coed y Cwar, Howardian 

Local Nature Reserve and Fishpond Wood, which are easily accessible by foot or on bicycle, as 
well as, of course, the wider Riverside Park and its leisure opportunities which complement the 

proposals at the site. By maximising the opportunities provided by the location, the 

development not only encourages walking and cycling but also proposes the development of a 
leisure facility which is accessible by ‘sustainable transport and maximises the contribution of 
networks of multi-functional and connected open spaces to encourage healthier lifestyles’  as 
outlined by LDP Policy KP5 (Good Quality and Sustainable Design).  

 

6.3 In this way, the site represents a highly sustainable development which is in line with the 
aspirations of PPW11 and LDP Policy KP5 as it proposes the direct replacement of the current 

land with greater quality open space, the overall provision of a recreational facility which can 
be utilised by the local community and, crucially, the enhancement of currently under-utilised 

recreational land.  

 
Open Space Assessment  

 
6.4 An open Space Assessment has been requested in support of this application. The Cardiff 

Council Technical Guidance Note for the Protection and Provision of Open Space (November 

2017) sets out the assessment criteria for which the council determines proposals which involve 
the potential loss of open space. It is understood that the Open Space Assessment will be 

utilised to inform the Green Infrastructure Proposal for the development and ascertain whether 
the community has sufficient access to good quality open space, and that the development site 

is surplus to requirements.  
 

6.5 The Technical Guidance Note for the Protection and Provision of Open Space (November 2017) 

states that ‘the main factors against which proposals are assessed are: 
 

i) Existing local provision of open space (4.2); 
ii) The functional or amenity value of the open space (4.3); 
iii) The quality of the open space (4.4); 
iv) Any significant nature or historic conservation importance of open space which may be 

lost (4.5) 
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v) Any compensatory provision for loss of open space (4.6)’. 
 

6.6 In light of the above, it is crucial to first identify the existing local provision of open space in 
the area. Through this first assessment, it is evident that the development site at Riverside 

Park consists of functional open space because, irrespective of its ownership, it is available for 
public use for formal/informal recreation, for children’s play or for use by teenagers. In this 

way, as outlined by the Technical Guidance Note, ‘the assessment process considers how a 
development proposal affects the provision of functional open space in the local area and also 
the wider implications of whether it would cause a city-wide deficiency of open space’. The 

local catchment area affected by this hypothetical loss of open space would involve the 
predominantly residential areas of Llanrumney and Rumney. However, as outlined in the map 

and table below, these areas benefit from ample provision of open space and the open space 
which would be hypothetically lost, but replaced with higher quality provision via the medium 

of the BMX race-track, through the development only measures around 1.4ha.  
 

 

6.7 In light of the above, it is therefore evident that not only is there existing local provision of 
open space serving the residential areas of Rumney and Llanrumney but, crucially, this open 

space is of good amenity value incorporating local reserves and formal recreation open spaces. 

Informal recreational spaces have not been included in the above map and similarly, whilst not 
in direct proximity, open space at Parc Tredelech and Parc Coed Y Nant can be found at a short 

drive to the site suggesting there is a surplus of open space in the area and that the proposed 
development will not impact on the quantity and quality of open space readily available to the 

residents of Rumney and Llanrumney. Similarly, in addition to the facilities identified in the 
above map, the value of the wider Riverside Park must be considered as this facility contains a 

‘large number of pitches performing a wider than local role’ and can be classified as a ‘specialist’ 
facility. The proposal is sensitive to this use as the pitches and sports facilities at Riverside Park 
will be preserved and the development only relates to a small portion of under-utilised land. 
 

6.8 The Technical Guidance note outlines how a ‘quality value assessment tool is in use by the 
Parks Service to assess the comparative condition and value of existing open spaces within 
their type.’ In line with the guidance, ‘proposals that affect open spaces of high quality and /or 
high value will be opposed.’ As the proposals relate to a small, under-utilised area within 

Riverside Park and aim to enhance the quality of the open space through the medium of a 
National Standard BMX race-track, the proposal is deemed to be in line with this guidance. 

Similarly, Section 4.5 of the Technical Guidance Note outlines the council’s approach regarding 

open space proposals where built heritage or ecological features are located. As outlined later 
on in the statement, the development site is not home to heritage assets or ecological features 

– for this reason, this section of the guidance note is not relevant to the proposals at Riverside 
Park.  
 

6.9 Finally, Section 4.6 of the Technical Guidance notes that ‘where a development proposal 
involving the loss of open space would cause or exacerbate a local or city-wide deficiency of 
recreational open space, compensatory open space or an alternative provision of equivalent 
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community benefit may be acceptable’. Whilst it is evident that the proposed development 

would not exacerbate a local or city-wide deficiency of open space, as the areas of Rumney 

and Llanrumney benefit from numerous and varied open space facilities, the next paragraph 
outlines how compensatory open space is inherent to the very nature of the proposals through 

the medium of LDP Policy C4 (Protection of Open Space). 
 

6.10 Policy C4 (Protection of Open Space) states that ‘development will not be permitted on areas 
of open space unless: 
 
i) It would not cause or exacerbate a deficiency of open space in accordance with the 

most recent open space study; and  
ii) The open space has no significant functional or amenity value; and  
iii) The open space is of no significant quality; or 
iv) The developers make satisfactory compensatory provision; and, in all cases 
v) The open space has no significant nature or historic conservation importance.’ 

 
6.11 Policy C4 goes on to state that ‘where a development proposal involving the loss of open space 

would exacerbate a local or countywide deficiency of functional open space, compensatory 
provision for open space or alternative provision of equivalent community benefit may be 
acceptable. ’As set out by the text in paragraph 5.326 of the policy, ‘the appropriateness of 
compensatory open space or replacement facilities will be assessed having regard to the 
importance of the resource to be lost and the needs of the locality. Compensatory provision 
should: 
 

• Contribute towards meeting the needs of the local community; 
• Be of at least equal value to that being lost; 
• Be reasonably related to the original site to serve the population affected by the loss; 
• Be provided in accordance with the Open Space SPG; and 
• Be agreed between the Council and the developer.’ 

 

6.12 In light of the above, it is evident that the proposals at Riverside Park are inherently compliant 

with Policy C4. The open space lost through the medium of the development is directly being 
replaced with open space at the exact same location, thus catering to the population affected 

by the loss, which is of greater value to the space being lost. At present, the open space 
consists of under-utilised, non-allocated recreational space whereas the development proposes 

the development of a BMX race-track – this facility is not currently available in the city of Cardiff 

and, in this way, the proposed will be the first of its kind within the area. 
 

6.13 As a result, the replacement facility fulfils the requirements of the supporting text in paragraph 
5.326 of Policy C4 as the proposals at Riverside Park not only provide a compensatory provision 

for open space at the exact location where open space is being lost but, crucially, open space 

of greater value in the form of the BMX race-track is being supplied. This facility will be open 
to the community, for a small fee, suggesting the facility will cater for the needs of the 

community. It must also be noted that the development will take place on a small proportion 
of Riverside Park – in this way, the local community will continue to benefit from the 

recreational open space available within the wider park settings as well as the nearby provision 
of open space found at Parc Coed y Cwar, Fishpond Wood, Rhymney Hill Gardens, the 

Howardian Local Nature Reserve and Rumney Hill Gardens.  

 

6.14 The above considerations demonstrate that a robust assessment of open space has been 

undertaken to inform the proposals and that no material change to the amount or quality of 
open space provision in the areas of Rumney and Llanrumney, or the wider city, will be caused 

by the proposed development.  

 
Impact on Residential Amenity 
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6.15 Policy KP5 (Good Quality and Sustainable Design) also considers residential amenity and the 

importance of minimising any disturbance which may arise as a result of new development. 

Specifically, this policy addresses the requirement of ‘ensuring no undue effect on the amenity 
of neighbouring occupiers and connecting positively to surrounding communities’. The nearest 

residential uses to the development site can be found at Ridgeway Road and Tiverton Drive, 
respectively. These properties have been notified of the development and their views on the 

proposed scheme have been welcomed as part of the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 
process. More information on this can be found in the PAC Report, prepared by Geraint John 

Planning, which accompanies this application. 

 
6.16 The proposed development will not pose risk to the amenity of the nearby residential uses. 

This is evident when considering that, firstly, the wooded area at Parc Coed y Cwar provides 
natural screening protecting the amenity of existing residential occupiers. Similarly, the 

principle of recreational use is already established at this location suggesting the proposed 

development would not materially alter issues such as noise or disturbance to residential 
amenity. Finally, it must be noted that the existing residential properties at Ridgeway Road and 

Tiverton Drive lie in close proximity to the education use at Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Eirwg and the 
recreational use at Rumney Rugby Football Club. In this way, the properties are already 

subjected to the inevitable levels of noise generated by these activities. For this reason, the 

proposed development which falls further west, past the school and football club, at over 300m 
distance from the residential uses, is not considered to pose an issue for the amenity of the 

existing residential occupiers. On the contrary, the development represents an opportunity for 
residents to engage within sport supporting the aspirations of the Well-being of Future 

Generations Act (2015), PPW11 and the LDP. This is further described later on in this Planning 
Statement.  

 

6.17 Policy C3 (Community Safety / Creating Safe Environments) states that ‘all new development 
and redevelopment shall be designed to promote a safe and secure environment and minimise 
the opportunity for crime’. The Business Plan for the development (Document Reference: 
Proposed BMX Racetrack Facility, Llanrumney, Business Plan v1) notes how research has 

demonstrated that when recreational facilities are provided for young people, ‘a drop in 
vandalism and petty crime’ is experienced in the area in question. This demonstrates that the 
development is in line with Policy C3 as the continued use of the facilities will provide a form 

of natural surveillance which will safeguard the amenity of existing uses. In this way, the 
business plan concludes that concerns relating to the potential for anti-social behaviour are 

‘normally groundless’ and, instead, facilities like the proposed actively reduce crime in the area 
and provide social opportunities for young people through the medium of an activity which 

boosts mental and physical wellbeing.  

 
Design 

 
6.18 Policy KP5 (Good Quality and Sustainable Design) states that ‘new development will be required 

to be of a high quality, sustainable design and make a positive contribution to the creation of 
distinctive communities, people and spaces’. This will be achieved, as stated by the policy, 
through the medium of ‘responding to the local character and context of the built and landscape 
setting so that layout, scale, form, massing, height, density, colour, materials, detailing and 
impact on the built and natural heritage are all addressed within development proposals’. 

 

6.19 The development does not propose any new built-form, as stated in Section  3 of this 
statement. Notwithstanding this, attentive design has been at the forefront of the proposals to 

ensure the development is not only considered acceptable from a planning perspective but, 
instead, delivers a leading cycling facility representing an enhancement to what is currently on-

site. Scale and massing are, therefore, not only in-keeping with the predominant recreational 
use of the locality but, instead, deliver an improvement through the medium of a new, high-

quality cycling facility. The scheme will also incorporate landscaping to soften the impact of the 

proposal and ensure the proposals are in-keeping with the context of the wider Riverside Park. 
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Details of the landscaping strategy and specifications have been prepared by EDP (dwg. 

Edp7038_d001) and are submitted in support of this application.  

 

6.20 The track’s design and layout will be developed to National Standards and will constitute of a 

400m BMX track, as shown in the Track Layout Plan (dwg. Cardiff BMX Track Layout) which is 
submitted in support of this application. This approach, and provision of a leading facility, will 

provide a ‘diversity of land uses to create balanced communities and add vibrancy throughout 
the day’  in line with the aspirations of Policy KP5 (Good Quality and Sustainable Design).  
 

6.21 The track will be made utilising earth construction when available. In the interest of visual 
amenity, visible areas and banks will be blended in through the medium of landscaping, as 

shown in the landscaping strategy, to allow cohesion with the surrounding environment. 

Additional planting will also be provided to provide features of visual interest and wildlife 
habitats. This approach is fully in line with the aspirations of Policy KP5 (Good Quality and 

Sustainable Design) to deliver new development that is sensitive, cohesive and in-keeping with 
the local context.  
 

Highways and Access 
 

6.22 Policy KP8 (Sustainable Transport) considers how ‘development in Cardiff will be integrated 
with transport infrastructure and services’. In particular, this policy outlines Cardiff Council’s 

aspiration to ‘achieve the target of a 50:50 modal split between journeys by car and journeys 
by walking, cycling and public transport’ and ‘reduce travel demand and dependence on the 
car’. 

 
6.23 As previously outlined in this document, access into the site will be sought via the existing 

access point at the junction between Mendip Road and Hartland Road. At this junction, Hartland 
Road becomes an access road to Rumney RFC and the central and Southern portions of 

Riverside Park. This road, measuring approximately 6m in width, forms a natural existing access 

to the BMX track and will, therefore, be utilised for access and egress into and out of the site. 
Similarly, as previously discussed, the site will be served by the existing car-parking area to the 

east. Pedestrian access will be facilitated via the existing footpaths which currently serve 
Riverside Park and benefit from direct proximity to the bus stops which serve the existing 

residential uses at Eastern Leisure Centre, Carpenters Arms, Llanrumney Avenue and Lynton 
Terrace. Furthermore, the inherent sustainability of the site from a sustainable transport 

perspective is further emphasised by the proximity to the Strategic Bus Corridor Enhancement 

which emphasises Cardiff Council’s long-term commitment to improving connectivity by 
sustainable transport modes in and around the site. 
 

6.24 Whilst the principle of recreational use is already established at this location, it is recognised 

that the proposed development will generate increased footfall. As outlined in the Business 

Plan, the applicant anticipates regular and significant use of the site as the club will hold a 
minimum of 2 weekly club sessions as well as weekend training sessions, racing events and 

approximately 15-20 sessions delivered by Welsh Cycling each year. Whilst this number may 
increase as the club grows, it must be noted that this forecast is not material in highways 

terms. This is due to the very nature of the use proposed, where most members will access 

and egress the site by bike as well as the fact that the site is served by good access routes 
with good links to the A48 and M4. In this way, the site is sustainably located in highways 

terms. Ultimately, the very nature of the proposals will actively encourage the number of trips 
taken on sustainable transport modes and, in particular, by bike fulfilling the aspirations of the 

LDP to achieve a 50:50 sustainable transport modal split.  
 

6.25 The Business forecasts a minimum increase in approximately 4,800 footfall per year to the track 

and surrounding facilities in Llanrumney. This influx of riders into the area for sporting events 
has been linked to the increase in use of other facilities within the area actively supporting the 
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local economy and growth aspirations of the local development plan. Due to the nature of the 

proposals, the race-track itself will not be directly utilised by wheel-chair users. Notwithstanding 

this, in order to provide access for disabled visitors or spectators, there will be no steep 
gradients approaching the site as the access route consists of hard, even and accessible 

surface. 
 

            Drainage and Flood Risk  
 

6.26 Policy EN10 (Water Sensitive Design) of the LDP states that ‘development should apply water 
sensitive urban design solutions’. In this way, this policy notes the ‘increasing pressures on 
urban drainage systems and challenges of water management’. For this reason, Policy EN10 

offers guidance on ‘the management of: 
 

i) Water demand and supply; 
ii) Waste water and pollution; 
iii) Rainfall and runoff; 
iv) Watercourses and water resource; 
v) Flooding; and 
vi) Water pathways.’ 

 
6.27 In line with the Welsh Government guidance brought in from the 7th January 2019, ‘all new 

developments where the construction area is of 100m2 or more will require sustainable drainage 
to manage on-site surface water. Surface water drainage systems must be designed and built 
in accordance with mandatory standards for sustainable drainage published by Welsh 
Ministers’. As the proposed development is over the 100m2 threshold, the applicant notes the 

requirement of receiving approval by the Cardiff Council Sustainable Urban Drainage System 

(SuDS) Approving Body (SAB) before construction work can begin. 
 

6.28 In terms of the drainage strategy for the proposed development, SuDS will be utilised for 
surface water management. The drainage strategy will be sensitively designed in order to 

ensure that the development will not pose increased risk of surface water run-off elsewhere. 

In addition to this, it must be noted that the proposal will be largely constructed of permeable 
materials to allow for the rainwater run off to largely act as it does at the present time without 

any material changes or deviations.  

 

6.29 LDP Policy EN14 (Flood Risk) states that ‘development will not be permitted: 
 
i) Within tidal or fluvial flood plains unless it can be demonstrated that the site is justified 

in line with national guidance and an appropriate detailed technical assessment has 
been undertaken to ensure that the development is designed to alleviate the threat 
and consequences of flooding over its lifetime; 

ii) Where it would increase the risk of flooding from fluvial and/or tidal flooding or from 
additional run-off from the development in any location; 

iii) Where it would hinder future maintenance or improvement schemes of flood defences 
and watercourses; 

iv) Where it would cause adverse effects on the integrity of tidal or fluvial defences; 
v) Where ground floor bedrooms are proposed in areas at high risk of flooding. 
 
Where appropriate the developer should demonstrate that they have considered the need to 
incorporate environmentally sympathetic flood risk mitigation measures such as Sustainable 
Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS). 
 

6.30 As requested by the Local Planning Authority, a Flood Consequences Assessment has been 

prepared and is submitted in support of this application. It must be noted that, as demonstrated 
by the Welsh Government Development Advice Flood Maps, the site falls within zone C1. As 

described by TAN 15 (Development and Flood Risk), C1 zones consist of ‘areas of the floodplain 
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which are developed and served by significant infrastructure, including flood defences’. The 

guidance goes on to state that within C1 zones, ‘development can take place subject to 
application of justification test, including acceptability of consequences’. As outlined by the 
Flood Consequences Assessment which has been undertaken by Hydrogeo, it is evident that 

the development does not pose material risk to flooding, would not increase flood risk 
elsewhere and is compliant with the requirements of TAN15. For this reason, the report 

concludes that the development should not be precluded on the grounds of flood risk.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
         
     Extract from Welsh Government Development Advice Maps 

 
Other Considerations 

 

6.31 The following material considerations have also been evaluated and have informed the 
following considerations and information.  

 
Ecology 

  
6.32 LDP Policy EN4 (River Corridors) states that ‘the natural heritage, character and other key 

features of Cardiff’s river corridors will be protected, promoted and enhanced, together with 
facilitating sustainable access and recreation’. As stated in Section 4 of this document, the 
development site falls within a River Corridor Designation. For this reason, the development 

has been designed sensitively in order to protect this non-statutorily designated site. In light 
of the proximity to existing communities and the well-being focus of the development, it is 

considered that the development has an inherent synergy with the designation and encourages 

local residents to access these opportunities of recreation via cycling and walking. 
 

6.33 With regards to other ecology matters, it must be noted that the development site has been 
moved 100m northwards following initial discussions with the local planning authority resulting 

in the site not impacting upon the SINC designation or other ecological designations. In this 

way, ecological assessments are not required. Similarly, as no trees will be affected by the 
proposed development, a tree assessment is not required in support of the application. 

 

Health and Wellbeing 
 

6.34 The development represents an opportunity for residents to engage with sport supporting the 
aspirations of the Well-being of Future Generations Act (2015), PPW11 and the LDP. In fact, 

the Business Plan for the development, submitted in support of this application, demonstrates 
a commitment to engaging local residents in cycling through the medium of the scheme itself 

as well as direct engagement with schools and local partners. This is in line with LDP Policy 

KP14 (Healthy Living) which notes the importance of making Cardiff a healthier place to live by 
‘encouraging healthy lifestyles’ and ‘supporting developments which provide for active travel’ 
as well as ‘accessible and usable green spaces’. In this way, the development will actively 
promote cycling as a means of keeping healthy from a physical, mental and wellbeing 

perspective, in line with Policy KP14. The collective benefits of the proposals therefore extend 
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to local residents, school-children and wider community, not just those who practise the sport 

on a competitive/professional level.  

 
Public Rights of Way 
 

6.35 An indication of Public Rights of Way on and around the site is provided in the map below which 

was obtained from the Cardiff Council My Cardiff Online Maps. As illustrated below, there are 
no Public Rights of Way crossing the site or in direct proximity to it. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
                Extract from the My Cardiff Online Maps Illustrating Public Rights of Ways 

 
Heritage 
 

6.36 The Historic Wales Portal map shows that there are no heritage designations within the site or 

in direct proximity to it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
        Extract from the Historic Wales Map 
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7 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

7.1 In conclusion, the proposed development seeks to provide a National Standard BMX race-track 
and associated works within a highly sustainable location. As the only National Standard Facility 

within the South West BMX Region, the proposal will raise the profile of the area, promote 
spending in the local area, and promote the use of cycling fulfilling the wellbeing aspirations of 

national and local planning policy. 
 

7.2 It is considered that there are several material considerations in support of the application, 

including the following: 

 

• The site lies within settlement boundary limits and on an under-utilised, unallocated 

recreational greenfield land; 

• The principle of recreational use is already established at the location and the proposal 
seeks to utilise the site to its full potential to enhance the leisure offerings in 

Llanrumney and the city of Cardiff as a whole; 

• The proposal would deliver a National Standard BMX race-track facility actively 

enhancing the sport and leisure activities within the local community, the city and the 
South Wales/West area; 

• The proposals have been carefully designed to protect the amenity of existing uses and 

ensure there are no detrimental visual impacts caused by the development; 

• The proposals would not result in a harmful impact on the residential amenity of the 
properties at Ridgeway Road and Tiverton Drive; 

• The proposals, by their very nature, encourage the use of sustainable transport modes 

and, in particular, cycling; 

• The proposals would not result in an adverse highways impact, and can be served by 

the existing parking provision which is deemed acceptable given the sustainable 
location of the site; 

• It is not envisaged that there would be any adverse impacts in respect of flood risk, 

drainage and ecology; 

• The proposals actively fulfil the wellbeing aspirations of National Planning Policy, The 
Well-being of Future Generations (2015) Act and the Local Development Plan. Any 

health benefits will be maximised through partnership work with the local NHS trust, 
community stakeholders and local schools. 

 

7.3 Having regard to the above material considerations, it is considered that the proposed 
development represents an appropriate and policy-compliant scheme, which makes good use 

of this existing site to the benefit of the wider community. 
 

7.4 Accordingly, it is considered that the proposed development comprises a high-quality 

recreational use maximising the potential of a currently under-utilised site. The proposal is 
inherently acceptable by way of its location, design, scale, community safety and lack of impacts 

on the environment. We therefore respectfully request that this application be approved.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


