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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
Introduction 

 

1.1 This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Full Planning 
Permission, submitted on behalf of Harris and Ford Ltd., in relation to the following 

development proposal at land North of Fonmon Castle, Fonmon, Barry: 
 

‘Development comprising over-flow car-parking area, outdoor seating area, children’s 
play area, medieval village/events space and educational dinosaur walk’ 

 

1.2 This Statement has been prepared by Geraint John Planning. It is informed by a thorough 
understanding of the site context and LDP Policies MD8 (Historic Environment) and SP10 (Built 

and Natural Environment). The Statement is to be read in conjunction with the plans and 
drawings and Planning Statement submitted in support of the application. 

 

1.3 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (the Act) sets out the principal 
statutory instruments which must be considered in the determination of any application 

affecting either listed buildings or conservation areas. 
 

1.4 Section 66 of the Act states that in considering whether to grant planning permission for 

development which affects a listed building or its setting, the local planning authority or, as the 
case may be, the Secretary of State shall have special regard to the desirability of preserving 

the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it 
possesses. 

 
Purpose and Structure of this Statement 

 

1.5 This Heritage Statement considers the historic and planning context of the site and surrounds, 
against which the proposals are to be considered. 

 
1.6 The purpose of this Statement is to provide a clear understanding of the heritage assets of the 

site and surrounds and evaluate the overall impact of the proposals, in compliance with national 

and local planning policy. 
 

1.7 The statement is structured as follows: 
 

• Chapter 2 provides a description of the historic characteristics of the site and surrounding 

area, and details regarding any listed buildings / structures; 

• Chapter 3 outlines the development proposals and their need; 

• Chapter 4 outlines the relevant national and local planning policy related to heritage; 

• Chapter 5 assesses the impact of the proposed development upon heritage assets, and 
the extent of mitigation; and 

• Chapter 6 sets out our conclusions. 
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2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SITE AND SURROUNDS 

 
Site Location 

 

2.1 The site which is the subject of this Statement comprises land within the ownership of the 
owner of Fonmon Castle (a Grade I listed building in the Vale of Glamorgan), falling to the 

north of the Walled Garden. The site is located to the north of the B4265 within the hamlet of 
Fonmon. 

 

Aerial Photograph showing the main buildings within Fonmon Castle  
 

 
Aerial Image of Fonmon Castle and Adjacent Walled Gardens 
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Description of the Assets 

 
Historical Context 

 
Fonmon Castle  
 

2.2 Fonmon Castle is an extremely unusual medieval castle, converted into a high quality late 18th 
century country house. By way of historic context, there is speculation that a timber castle was 

erected soon after the Norman Conquest of South Wales, and that the first stone building was 
then added in about 1200. This would have adjoined or been within the timber structure, albeit 

no physical evidence, other than the changes in levels in the gardens and outworks and 

Watchtower is apparent.  
 

2.3 Between the twelfth century, up until 2019, Fonmon Castle had been occupied by only three 
families – The St Johns, the Joneses and the Boothbys. Most recently (2019), the Castle was 

bought by the current owners, All Things Rural. The St Johns were an Anglo-Norman family 

who built the medieval part of the Castle in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In 1656 the 
St Johns sold the castle to Colonel Philip Jones, who greatly enlarged the castle with the 

addition of the north wing. The next major phase of alteration was carried out after 1762, when 
the castle was turned into an elegant Georgian residence. As part of the alterations, the castle 

was entirely re-fenestrated, an entrance was made near the east end of the south side and the 
interior remodelled. In the nineteenth century, between 1840 and 1878, further changes were 

made to both the house and grounds.  The last Jones died in 1917, when the Castle passed 

through marriage to the Boothby’s’. It remained in the Boothby family until the Castle was sold 
in 2019 to the current owners, All Things Rural. The Castle has been run as a licensed weddings 

and events venue since 1996. 
 

 
Photo of Fonmon Castle 1889 – Francis Firth Collection 
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Modern Photo of Fonmon Castle (https://fonmoncastle.com/galleries/views-of-the-castle/) 

 
The Setting 
 

2.4 The site forms part of the estate of Fonmon Castle, which is a registered Historic Park and 

Garden. Around Fonmon Castle the gardens and outbuildings are important landscape features, 
which contribute to the attractive setting and significance of the asset. The formal boundary of 

the park showing its extent is demonstrated on the map extract provided below. 
 

 
Map Extract showing Fonmon Castle Historic Park and Garden Boundary 

 
2.5 The development of the gardens is closely related to the main building phases of the castle. In 

terms of the history of the gardens, there is unlikely to have been much of a garden in the 
medieval period when the Castle is thought to have first been built. It is likely that the gardens 

originate in the second half of the seventeenth century, after the castle was bought was Colonel 

Philip Jones in 1656. The earliest evidence of their layout is the estate map of the 1760s, dating 

https://fonmoncastle.com/galleries/views-of-the-castle/
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to just before the changes made by Robert Jones III, which shows a complicated and irregular 

arrangement of walled compartments around the house. An extract of this map is provided 
below. 
 

 
Early Estate Map (https://fonmoncastle.com/visit/gardens/) 

 
Tithe Map of 1840 (The National Library of Wales) 
 

2.6 The Tithe Map of 1840 (above) illustrates the changes that had been made by Robert Jones III 

after 1762. This indicates a general softening to the south and east of the house, with the 
removal of all walls except those of the keep garden. The west boundary was tidied up and 

https://fonmoncastle.com/visit/gardens/
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rebuilt as a ha-ha in this period, giving views over the ‘Great Lawn’ to the west. The woodland 

in the ravine was given some ornamental touches, with the stable block reduced and detached 
to the south. The small walled garden is shown on this map to the north of the Castle, and is 

enclosed on all four sides. 
 

 
Ordnance Survey Glamorgan L (includes: Barry; Pen Marc; Porthceri.) 1885 

 

2.7 Between 1840 and 1878 further changes were undertaken by Robert Oliver Jones. The front 
door and drive were moved to the west, which was diverted just short of the Watch Tower and 

then ran through a new area of planting along its present course. The garden to the south 
reached its existing form during this period. The north and west walls of the keep garden were 

removed to open up the area from the castle to the tower as a garden, and the south wall was 
extended westwards to the ha-ha. Later this wall was removed but some remnants remain. 

 

2.8 Changes to the north and west over this time gave the gardens here their layout as now shown. 

These changes included the demolition of the north part of the stable court, to enable the drive 

to reach the forecourt. The east-west wall between the court and the south end of the 
revetment wall of the west lawn was also demolished. The main section of the present kitchen 

garden was laid out, with the central pool near the south side and cross and perimeter paths. 
The southern end of the drive was moved westwards when the B4265 was constructed. 

 

2.9 The kitchen garden, which is in working use, lies to the north and north west of the castle, 

occupying a rectangular area. 
 

2.10 The gardens therefore represent / demonstrate the evolution of the Estate itself, and the 

changes and alterations it has undergone since the medieval period under the different owners.  
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Surrounding Features 

 
2.11 The wider estate contains a number of Listed Buildings, as shown on the Historic Wales 

Mapping System extract below: 
 

 
 Historic Wales Mapping System Extract 

 
 

2.12 These include the following Listed Buildings: 
 

• Fonmon Castle itself is Grade I Listed; 

• The retaining walls of South Garden at Fonmon Castle are Grade II Listed; 

• The Watchtower at Fonmon Castle is Grade II* Listed; 

• The stable block at Fonmon Castle is Grade II Listed; 

• The walls of the walled gardens at Fonmon Castle are Grade II Listed; and 

• Fonmon Castle is a registered Grade II historic park and garden. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Land North of Fonmon Castle, Fonmon, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan  November 2020 
Harris and Ford Ltd 

Heritage Impact Statement   Page 10 of 26 

 

 
 

  

3.0 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

 
3.1 The proposed development forms part of a wider programme of operational and recreational 

enhancements (inc. Boiler House, Tipi Wedding Venue) that will facilitate the enhancement and 

maintenance of the Fonmon Castle Estate. The application seeks the approval of Planning 
Permission for: 

 
‘‘Development comprising over-flow car-parking area, outdoor seating area, children’s 
play area, medieval village/events space and educational dinosaur walk’.  

 
3.2 The application therefore seeks consent for a tourism and visitor operation at the site, to 

improve the tourism offer and provide a family events venue. As such, the proposals seek an 
operational use consent in line with the layout plan and associated images enclosed. Other 

than those erected as part of the children’s play area, no permanent built structures are 
proposed.  

 

3.3 The proposed site location is extracted below: 
 

 
Site Location Plan (Dwg. No 01) 

 

3.4 The application site is situated to the north of the Grade I Listed castle within a parcel of land 
which is approximately 6 hectares in area.  

 
3.5 Due to the various elements of the proposals, this chapter ‘breaks down’ the planning 

application into three primary elements. These elements are comprehensively outlined under 

the following subheadings:  
 

• Overflow Carpark; 

• Outdoor seating area, Medieval village/events space and Children’s play area; and  

• Educational dinosaur walk. 
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3.6 An extract of the proposed block plan is provided below for context:  

 

 
Proposed Block Plan (Dwg. No 02) 

 
Overflow Car-park  

 

3.7 This aspect of the proposed development is for the introduction of an overflow car-parking area 
on a parcel of lad that is currently grassland. The area is located on the south western perimeter 

of the site and will have capacity of 100 car parking spaces. This siting is appropriate, given 
the existing 150 space car-parking area at the site which is directly adjacent. An extract of the 

proposed overflow parking area is provided below.  
 

 
Proposed over-flow parking (Dwg. No 02) 
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3.8 The Estate has recently been hosting the Vale of Glamorgan Agricultural Show, during which: 

an overflow car-parking such as this is used for a temporary period. As such, having the 
capacity to host an increased volume of visitors during the peak tourism season is required in 

order to provide sufficient parking to serve both attendants of the wedding venue and the 
family venue sought as part of this planning application. 

 

3.9 Together, the existing and over-flow car parking area will provide spaces for up to 250 cars. 
This is considered an appropriate provision for the uses proposed at the site. 

 
Outdoor Seating Area, medieval village/events space and Children’s play area   

 

3.10 These elements of the proposals are located to the north-west of the castle grounds and 
adjacent to the Tipi Wedding Events Area. 

 
3.11 An extract of the block plan is provided below, demonstrating the proximity and 

interconnectedness of these three aspects of the proposals.  

 

 
Proposed block plan 
 

 
Play Equipment Area 

 

3.12 The play equipment area is proposed to be situated within the south eastern portion of the 

application site. This area comprises a dragon swing, single swing and zip line. For safety 
purposes, the ground surface is soft bark, mulch and grass. 
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Single bucket swings           Dragon swing 
 

 
Zip line 
 

 
Medieval Village and Events Area 
 

3.13 The medieval village/events space is located to the north of the Castle grounds in a central 

location within the application site. 
 

3.14 The site, and the showground facility, has proven to be particularly popular for events such as 
battle re-enactment (Vale of Glamorgan Show) and other similar activities and events. 

 

3.15 The medieval village and events space forms a key educational element of the site for visitors, 
advertised as a ‘step through time’. The medieval village is operated by employees working as 

actors, and forms the focal point of the Fonmon Castle site for learning about and discovering 
the history of medieval Wales and the United Kingdom.  

 
3.16 An extract of the layout and location of the Medieval Village and Events Area is provided 

overleaf. 
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3.17 The medieval village / events area currently comprises two existing permanent buildings, as 

below. 
 

 
‘Medieval Village Church’                                                ‘Monks Cell’ 

 

3.18 The village plans on utilising these existing buildings on site. The thatched building as pictured 
above will become the ‘monk’s cell’ and the stone slate building is to be known and utilised as 

the Medieval Village church. These buildings are not listed but do carry historic value and their 
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operation as part of this Medieval Village/events space contributes to the educational nature of 

the site for visitors.  
 

3.19 Further, this permission seeks to implement a number of temporary structures. This includes 
the timber watch towers, which form the gateway to the medieval village. These structures 

reflect with the medieval and rural nature of the site. 

 

 
Timber watch towers (forming entrance to the Medieval Village) 
 

3.20 There are also some low-impact felt tents across the site, which are medieval in nature and 
offer themed arts/crafts to visitors. These tents are staffed by employees (‘actors’), supporting 

the medieval theme of this portion of the application site.    
 

 
Felt / timber tents 
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Outdoor Seating Area 
 

3.21 This element of the proposals is situated on the south eastern edge of the site, adjacent to the 

wedding events area and tipi. It comprises a small area laid with gravel, with an outdoor seating 
area and dining cars for visitors to eat and rest. 
 

3.22 There are also small catering vans and visitors toilets on this portion of the site. 
 

 
Outdoor seating area and dining cars 

 

 
Toilet block with catering van beyond 
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Educational Dinosaur Walk 

 
3.23 The below site layout details the location of the dinosaur ‘stops’ on the educational dinosaur 

walk. These are accessed via established footpaths which intersect the woodland.  
 

 
Proposed Dinosaur experience  and location of dinosaurs 

 

3.24 The educational dinosaur walk is a significant distance north of the Grade I listed castle and 
other heritage assets on site. The below extract displays a number of the dinosaurs and 

evidences their proximity to the existing paths.   

 

 
Dinosaurs on the interactive walk (where they reside on the placement key) – clockwise to anticlockwise – Diplodocus 
(1), T Rex (3), Iguanadon (7), Pachyecephalosaurus (10).  
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3.25 The dinosaurs are prefabricated plastic and are not permanent structures. They are safely 

pinned into the ground surface and do not pose a safety risk in terms of toppling. Visitors are 
regularly reminded that they are for educational purposes and are not to be climbed on.  

 
3.26 Each dinosaur is associated to its own signage which provides visitors with information about 

the dinosaurs. 

 

 
Dinosaur and associated educational signage 

 
3.27 An image of each of the dinosaurs and their location on the site is included with this application 

under separate cover. 
 

Needs 

 
3.28 As highlighted elsewhere within this statement, Fonmon Castle and the surrounding Estate was 

recently (2019) purchased by the applicant. The new owners have a range of aspirations for 
the site, as well as the restoration of existing buildings at the site which have fallen into a state 

of disrepair, and could be restored for use in association with the activities / uses at the site. 

The proposed development is therefore being sought as part of a wider programme of 
improvement works which, once completed, will achieve a tourist facility of the highest 

specification and standard. 
 

3.29 The income generated by the venue will then be returned to the applicant to be reinvested into 
the Castle and the wider grounds, to enable its upkeep, as well as the new proposals described 

above. These works would have a significant conversation benefit from the safeguarding and 

restoration of the wider Fonmon Castle Estate. 
 

3.30 We consider that the Policies of the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan support the 
proposed development, in principle, given that it would form ‘low impact sustainable tourism’. 

This approach has been endorsed by the pre-application advice which has been received from 

the Vale of Glamorgan in relation to this proposal. As such, this application does not seek 
planning permission for the proposed development on an ‘enabling development’ basis. 
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3.31 Whilst the buildings are not identified on the Vale of Glamorgan’s Buildings at Risk Register, 

the proposals will ensure that their condition is maintained and enhanced. Due to this, 
the historic properties can continue to contribute to the distinctive character of the Vale of 

Glamorgan. 
 

Alternatives  

 
3.32 CADW guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments sets out the importance of considering 

alternative proposals at an early stage. In this respect, alternative siting for the family visitor 
venue was considered when formulating the proposals. The siting of each component of the 

venue was deliberated, with specific consideration given to the location outlined on the map 

extract overleaf. 
 

3.33 As discussed further in the planning statement, the siting of each part of this family visitor 
venue was closely considered, relative to both the recent consent for the tipi wedding venue 

and the listed castle ground beyond. Each aspect is deliberately located outside of any listed 

curtilage and away from listed assets which reside on other parts of the Fonmon Castle site. 
 

3.34 The locations decided upon (roughly defined as A and C on the below map) were deemed the 
most sensitive when considering the visual impact of the proposals upon the setting of the 

Listed assets. The areas shown ‘B’ and ‘D’ were either much closer to the Listed structures, and 
as such would have a greater impact upon their setting, or more visually prominent within the 

landscape.  

 
3.35 In summary, locations A and C are the optimum locations for the proposals outlined in this 

planning application, especially given the transient nature of the proposals, and their ease of 
removal from the site if and when the operation of a family visitor venue were to cease. 

 

 
Aerial View of Site with Alternative Events Area Locations Labelled 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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4.0 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 
 
4.1 This chapter of the statement provides a summary of the relevant planning policy framework 

in relation to the site and the proposed development, from the national through to local level.   

 
4.2 The key planning policies of relevance to the determination of the application are outlined 

below. A detailed assessment of the accordance of the proposed development with these 
policies is provided in the Planning Statement submitted in support of this application. 

  

National Planning Policy 
 

4.3 The following policy / guidance documents prepared at the national level are of relevance to 
the assessment of the application in respect of the Historic Environment. 

 
Issue Ref. Summary 

Planning Policy Wales (December 2018) 

Listed buildings Para 6.1.10 
“…the statutory requirement to have special regard to the desirability of 
preserving the building, or its setting, or any features of special 
architectural or historic interest which it possesses.” 

Historic Parks and 
Gardens 

Para 6.1.18 
“Planning authorities should value, protect, conserve and enhance the 
special interest of parks and gardens and their settings included on the 
register of historic parks and gardens in Wales.” 

Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment 

Well-being of 
Future 
Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015 

Para 1.6 

“the Act places a duty on the Welsh Ministers (and other public bodies) 
to produce well-being objectives. Reasonable steps should be taken to 
meet those objectives in the context of the principle of sustainable 
development, including those which have regard to the historic 
environment.” 

Historic 
Environment  

Para 1.7 

A historic asset is: “An identifiable component of the historic 
environment. It may consist or be a combination of an archaeological 
site, a historic building or area, historic park and garden or a parcel of 
historic landscape. Nationally important historic assets will normally be 
designated.” 

Listed Buildings Para 5.14 

“Many listed buildings can sustain a degree of sensitive alteration and 
extension to accommodate continuing or new uses. Past changes that 
reflect the history of use and ownership may themselves be aspects of 
the special interest of the listed building.80 When applicants and the local 
planning authority assess the heritage values and significance of a listed 
building, which is the subject of a consent application, they must consider 
the sensitivity of that building to the proposed changes. Sustaining the 
special interest and significance of a listed building through the process 
of alteration, extension or re-use is exacting…” 

Managing Change to Registered Historic Parks and Gardens in Wales (May 2017) 

Purpose of 
Registration  

Para 1.5 
“registration is not intended to prevent change but, instead to, highlight 
the significance of a registered historic park or garden so that it can be 
taken into account during plan making and development decisions.”  

Change Para 2 
“registered historic parks and gardens continue to evolve. They cannot 
be frozen in time and change is often necessary to secure their long-term 
sustainability.” 

Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (May 2017) 

Definition Section 1 
Setting is defined as “the surroundings in which it is understood, 
experienced and appreciated, embracing present and past relationships 
to the surrounding landscape”. 

Assessment of 
Impact  

Section 4 

Section 4 of the document outlines the general principles that should be 
considered when assessing the impact of change or development within 
the setting of historic assets. The four stages are set out as follows: 
 
“Stage 1: Identify the historic assets that might be affected by a 
proposed change or development.  
Stage 2: Define and analyse the settings to understand how they 
contribute to the significance of the historic assets and, in particular, the 
ways in which the assets are understood, appreciated and experienced.  
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Issue Ref. Summary 

Stage 3: Evaluate the potential impact of a proposed change or 
development on that significance.  
Stage 4: If necessary, consider options to mitigate or improve the 
potential impact of a proposed change or development on that 
significance.” 
 
Following the assessment of the proposals as set out above, the guidance 
advises that you should be able to “identify the impact that any proposal 
has within the setting of a historic asset.” This should be expressed as 
positive, neutral or negative, with an indication of magnitude given. 
 

Technical Advice Note 12: Design 

Rural 
Communities 

Para 5.6 
“In Conservation Areas there should be regard to the desirability of 
preserving or enhancing their character and appearance.” 

 
Local Planning Policy 

 

4.4 The following policy / guidance documents prepared at the local level are of relevance to the 
determination of the application. 

4.5  
Ref Summary 

Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan  

Policy MD8 

Historic Environment  
“Development proposals must protect the qualities of the built and historic 
environment of the vale of glamorgan, specifically:  
1. Within conservation areas, development proposals must preserve or enhance the 
character or appearance of the area;  
2. For listed and locally listed buildings, development proposals must preserve or 
enhance the building, its setting and any features of significance it possesses;  
3. Within designated landscapes, historic parks and gardens, and battlefields, 
development proposals must respect the special historic character and quality of 
these areas, their settings or historic views or vistas;  
4. For sites of archaeological interest, development proposals must preserve or 
enhance archaeological remains and where appropriate their settings.”  

Policy SP10 

Built and Natural Environment  
“Development proposals must preserve and where appropriate enhance the rich and 
diverse built and natural environment and Heritage of the Vale of Glamorgan 
Including: 

1. The architectural and / or historic qualities of buildings or conservation 
areas, including locally listed buildings;  

2. Historic landscapes, parks and gardens; 

3.  Special landscape areas;  
4. The Glamorgan Heritage Coast;  
5. Sites designated for their local, national and European nature conservation 

importance; and  
6. Important archaeological and geological features.” 
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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACTS 
  

Introduction 
 
5.1 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty upon the Local 

Planning Authority in determining applications for development or works that affect a Listed 

asset or its setting to have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building or its 
setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.  

 
5.2 Further to this statutory duty, Technical Advice Note 24 (TAN): The Historic Environment (May 

2017) provides the Government’s national planning policy on the conservation of the historic 

environment. In respect of information requirements for heritage applications it sets out that:  

 
“Heritage Impact Assessments should be proportionate both to the significance of the 
historic asset and to the degree of change proposed, and should include sufficient 
information to enable both the significance of the asset and the impact of change to 
be understood.” 
 

5.3 Paragraph 6.1.7 of PPW 10 (December 2018) sets out that local planning authorities should 

also identify and assess the particular significance of heritage assets that may be affected by 
proposals. They should take this assessment into account when considering the impact of 

application proposals in order to avoid, or minimise, conflict between the heritage asset’s 
conservation and any aspect of the proposal.  

 
5.4 This chapter identifies the heritage asset that will be affected by the proposed development 

through its impact on its significance. It then goes on to provide a description of the significance 

of the identified designated heritage asset that will be affected by the proposals, including the 
contribution of the setting of the building to its significance. Finally, an assessment of the 

impact of the proposed development on the significance of the Listed building is provided.  

 
5.5 Fonmon Castle Historic Park and garden, which the application site is within, has numerous 

designated historical features – including Fonmon Castle itself, stables, walled gardens and a 
watchtower.  

 

Significance of the Heritage Asset 
 

5.6 The significance of a heritage asset is often considered to be “the value of a heritage asset to 
this and future generations because of its heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, 
architectural, artistic or historic.” (extracted from Policy Guidance PPS 5).  It is also considered 
to be significant if a heritage asset holds meaning for society over and above its functional 

utility. 

 
5.7 Fonmon Castle (historic park and garden) is significant as a heritage asset as it forms an 

attractive / interesting setting for the ancient Grade I Listed castle, continually occupied since 
the medieval period. It is therefore subject to a presumption in favour of its conservation and 

sustaining and enhancing its significance. The park incorporates both formal and informal 

gardens / grounds and incorporates an interesting small keep which was once set in its own 
garden. 

 
5.8 The park itself is an acknowledged heritage asset. There are in addition, a number of other 

Listed structures within the park, which are illustrated further within this statement, the closest 
of which are the Castle itself (Grade I Listed) and the adjacent Walled Gardens (Grade II 

Listed). These are separated from the site by the existing parking area and a roadway which 
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provides access to the rear car park / service yard that serves the wedding and events venue 

and the castle grounds. The rest of the Listed structures which further add to the parks 
significance are located a distance from the application site and it could not reasonably be 

considered that the proposed development will impact upon the significance of these assets. 
As a result, the main consideration of this Heritage Impact Statement is the impact of the 

proposed development upon the overall value of the gardens as a heritage asset, and of the 

setting of Fonmon Castle accordingly.  
 

5.9 The impact of the proposed development upon the heritage asset will be considered in the 
following section. 

 

Impact of the Proposed Development  
 

5.10 As noted previously, the proposed development comprises an over-flow car-parking area, 
outdoor seating area, children’s play area, medieval village/events space and educational 

dinosaur walk. The proposals are described in full detail in the planning application submission 

documentation, including plans and images of the development and other supporting 
information.  

 
5.11 Changes in the historic environment are inevitable and are caused by natural processes as well 

as people’s responses to social, economic and technological change. The care of our built 
environment has to be carefully balanced with the economic and social imperatives of the 

present – acknowledging that the two are not mutually exclusive. The importance of the 

proposed development and the associated economic and social benefits of the proposals are 
explained in detail elsewhere within this submission document.  

 
5.12 Change has to be intelligently managed if heritage assets are to have a viable and beneficial 

future. Well managed change can bring with it investment, such as the proposed development, 

and necessary care to keep places in good condition. This proposal is an example of such a 
proposal which, whilst in isolation could be considered could have a minor negative impact 

upon the setting of the historic park will, on balance, result in significant improvements to the 
setting of the park through the income that will be generated by an increase in tourist footfall 

that will be reinvested into said heritage assets.  
 

5.13 Due to the various elements of the proposals, it is considered that this statement would best 

break down this ‘package of works’ into three areas, which can be addressed in turn, in order 
to provide a comprehensive summary of the development proposals of this application. These 

works will be addressed under the following subheadings:  
 

• Overflow Carpark; 

• Outdoor seating area, Medieval village/events space and Children’s play area; and  

• Educational dinosaur walk 

 

Overflow Carpark 

5.14 It is considered that the proposed over-flow car park would not result in any material harm to 
the significance of the Historic Park and Garden or heritage assets within the park. This aspect 

of the proposals lies at the western perimeter of the site, and is a significant distance from the 
heritage assets, with the existing parking area on the site acting as a further screen. Further 

to this, the carparking will not involve any tarmacking or operational development and will 
instead repurpose a portion of the existing grassed area for overflow carparking on occasions 

when it is necessary. 
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Outdoor seating area, Medieval village/events space and Children’s play area 

 
5.15 It is considered that the above portion of the proposals would not result in any material harm 

to the significance of the Historic Park and Garden or heritage assets within the park. The main 
development proposed is a change of use of space for tourism purposes and the introduction 

of Medieval style buildings. Those not already existing are temporary structures that can be 

removed from the site with ease once the operation ceases. 
 

5.16 Given the transient nature of these structures, any impacts to the adjoining heritage assets 
would be short lived in the context of the lifespan of the heritage assets. They could be easily 

removed from the site if the tourism operation were, at some point, to cease. 

 
5.17 It is considered that the design and layout of the proposals does not diminish the historic 

significance of the wider site or listed features. The outdoor seating area, medieval 
village/events space and children’s play area is located on a field to the north of the Castle, in 

an area of the grounds which is set away from the listed features. The area would not physically 

encroach upon the defined curtilage of Fonmon Castle, being located outside of the immediate 
setting of the important Listed building. The wedding venue acts as an additional screen. 

 
5.18 The proposed events area would safeguard the long-term use of the Castle / wider estate as a 

rural tourist destination and accordingly the income stream that this generates. The applicants’ 
intention is to use this income stream for the upkeep of the wider site generally, including the 

restoration of a numerous buildings within the Estate grounds that have fallen into disrepair. 

This will improve the experience of visitors to the site. The long-term aspirations of the 
applicant have been discussed / set out in more detail at pre-application stage. 

 

Educational Dinosaur Walk  

 

5.19 Similar to the above proposals, it is considered that the educational dinosaur walk would not 
result in any material harm to the significance of the Historic Park and Garden or heritage 

assets within the park.  
 

Temporary Dinosaurs on the educational walk 
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5.20 It is considered that the location of the Dinosaur walk will ensure that there will be limited 

impact upon the siting of any heritage assets on site. As demonstrated in the below extract, 
this immersive educational walk is located on the northern perimeter of the site, traversing 

through Castle Wood – some distance from listed features. 
 

 
Site layout, detailing the placement of the dinosaurs 

 
5.21 The majority of the dinosaur ‘stops’ are located within the thick Castle Wood flora, and as such 

are entirely concealed from sight of the heritage assets. For the ‘stops’ in the open, the 

significant distance from the defined curtilage of the castle ensures that any adverse impacts 
upon the aesthetic and historic value of these assets is minimised, and thus, negligible.  

 
5.22 The proposals would therefore ensure that the wider Fonmon Castle site benefits from 

improved levels of maintenance going forward, in tandem with the long-term goal of improving 

/ enhancing the tourism offer at Fonmon Castle. The development would assist in conserving 
the historic setting of the Castle and Listed Gardens whilst enhancing the appearance of 

Fonmon Castle and the wider grounds. As such, the development is appropriate on the grounds 
of heritage impact.  
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6.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
6.1 This Heritage Statement clearly identifies the designated heritage assets close to the application 

site, i.e. the castle, listed gardens and other scheduled assets. The significance and setting of 

these assets has been illustrated.  
 

6.2 The application proposals have been reviewed in terms of their impact on the significance of 
the heritage assets. An assessment has been carried out in light of relevant heritage legislation, 

policy and guidance for the historic environment. This assessment, together with the other 

information submitted with the planning application, demonstrates that the proposals have 
been designed with consideration for the historic assets concerning this planning application. 

  
6.3 Critically, it is identified that the proposed development will deliver a number of public benefits, 

as noted within this HIS and the Planning Statement. The development proposed will not bring 
about adverse impacts upon the heritage assets outlined. 

 

6.4 In respect of the wider public benefits, the proposed development will assist in funding a 
significant investment project for Fonmon Castle / the ancillary outbuildings and grounds. Due 

to this, the proposed development would enhance the surrounding historic environment, whilst 
also preserving the special architectural or historic interest of the listed assets.  

 

6.5 It is the conclusion of this Heritage Impact Statement that the proposals will have less than 
substantial harm upon the park and will preserve its special interest. On balance, the 

significance of the assets will be maintained and enhanced, with defined efforts made to 
minimise harm.  

  
6.6 As such, the proposals accord with the statutory duties of the Planning (Listed buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990, national policy set out in PPW 10 (December 2018), Technical 

Advice Note 24 (TAN): The Historic Environment (May 2017), the relevant CADW guidance, 
and the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan, specifically Policy MD8 Historic 

Environment. 

 


